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Happy New Year! 
 

As we begin 2023, I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone for all of your help 
and support in 2022.  It was a busy year.  There were lots of challenges personally and profession-
ally in my life.  But there were lots of joys and progress personally and professionally as well.  Me-
morial Lutheran Church is an amazing congregation filled with profoundly dedicated people.  I am 
grateful that you have been an anchor for my family and me in 2022.  I am thankful that, early in 
2022, you voted to extend my call to serve as your pastor.  And I am excited to see what this new 
year holds for all of us as we work together to continue to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in this community and in the world. 
 

Between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, I will be taking some time off to be with my family 
(definitely), organize my world a little more (hopefully), and get a little rest (maybe) before the 
start of another exciting year of service.  When I return, I anticipate an active start with many 
things happening.  We will be participating in an ecumenical Prayer for Christian Unity service at 
Cardinal Stritch University on Wednesday, January 25.  (See details in a separate article in this 
newsletter.)  We will be planning and gathering together for our annual congregational meeting on 
Sunday, January 29.  (Again, please see details in a separate article in this newsletter.)  And, believe 
it or not, even though we are still in the midst of the Advent season as I write this article, before 
the publication of the newsletter after this one, we will already be in the midst of the Lenten sea-
son.  So, there will be a lot of things happening as we make ready for Lent in 2023 in January and 
February as well.  More about Lent in just a moment. 
 

Before I leave the Advent season behind, I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to every-
one for the kind words of support for the Advent Devotional Booklet I put together for 2022.  Your 
response has been overwhelming.  Thank you for reading and listening to my stories.  Thank you 
for sharing some of your stories with me and with one another.  The response far surpassed my 
expectations.  There are still more than a few more tough questions in scripture and more than a 
few more sacred spaces that have help me to respond to those tough questions.  So, there just 
might be a part two for Advent 2023.  We shall see how the year goes. 
 

Now, back to 2023 and the Lenten season.  Prior to COVID and the related restrictions that we put 
in place to help use through the initial crisis, we used to have a meal followed by a brief worship 
service on the Wednesdays in Lent.  We would like to bring back that tradition in 2023.  Given our 
space and the numbers that usually come, we should have plenty of room to spread out and let 
people eat and worship in safety.  If you are not quite ready to share a meal with others in a public 
space, I certainly understand.  I hope you would still consider coming to the worship part of our 
evening that will follow the meal. 

Continued on next page 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22, 2023, with Ash Wednesday.  We will have a traditional 
worship service that evening (with Holy Communion) at 6:00 p.m.  There will be no meal prior 
to the service on that evening.  Then, starting with Wednesday, March 1, and continuing 
through (and including) Wednesday, March 29, we will have a meal in the Fellowship Hall 
starting at 5:00 p.m. which will be following by a brief (half hour or less) service starting at 6:00 
p.m.  The meal will consist of soup, bread, and dessert.  We will be keeping things simple.  It is 
Lent after all.  The services will focus on sharing some important information on ministries that 
are a part of our Greater Milwaukee Synod structure.  For many of those ministries, we already 
have a history of supporting as a congregation.  However, some may be new to you.  But I 
thought that this would be a good season to let people know more about the larger expression 
of our faith through the work of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  I hope you will join us.  More 
details regarding both the meals and the individual themes for each evening will be forthcom-
ing.  I just wanted to make sure that you had this heads up now so that you could prepare ac-
cordingly.  
 

I pray that you will have a blessed year in 2023.  And I look forward to working with you to see 
what we can do to continue to be a blessing to others in 2023 and beyond. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Lester Spies 
 

Annual Meeting Scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2023 
Our annual meeting for 2023 is scheduled for Sunday, 

January 29, 2023 following worship.  We plan to start the 

meeting at 10:10 a.m.  The main topics of discussion will 

be receiving individual, committee, and ministry reports 

(including financial) from 2022, approving a budget for 

2023, and electing church council members.   

Greater details will be available in the 2022 Annual Report that will be published prior to the 

meeting and available to pick up at the January 22, 2023 worship service so that you can have a 

week to consider all of the important topics.  In order to help make that happen, please submit 

any annual reports that you may be responsible for no later than Monday, January 9, 2023 to 

Nicolle Grassl.  Thank you! 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
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Council Report & Outlook 
This past fall we sent a letter to members out-
lining some of the achievements we were able 
to accomplish throughout 2022.  These includ-
ed a return to past traditions, a focus upon 
starting to maintain our building after several 
years of neglect and the purchase of a new air 
conditioning unit.  
 
In fact, we planned for the air conditioner      
replacement to be funded half through internal 
funds and half financed over 5 years. We had 
been discussing a loan with our bank when we 
thought that perhaps the Endowment Fund 
might be interested in a loan to the church.     
They were very supportive and we agreed to a 
5 year loan at 5%.  This rate was lower than the 
rate from the bank and a higher rate than the 
Endowment Fund was earning on its fixed term 
investments.  We are so happy that this worked 
out and was a win-win for all.  
 
As we look forward to the new year, you will 
note we will always have ongoing projects in 
order to keep our lovely building in good repair 
to help meet our mission to serve God.   Some 
of the undertakings we hope to address soon 
include repairing the parking lot at the north 
end; repairing the wooden framing around the 
windows in the front lounge/quilting room and 
ongoing efforts to make our space more reflec-
tive of how it is being used.  We hope for a     
focus that transforms the ‘choir room’ to a 
room more conducive to study, conversation 
and meetings.  
 
 
 
 

The church has an ever evolving “Wish List” 
that is noted below.  Should you wish to suggest 
additional Items for the Wish List or projects 
that need attention whether building related, 
equipment or mission related, please send an 
email to the church at:   
memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net .   
These suggestions will be added to the planning 
for both the long- and short-term direction of 
the church. 
 

We have many ministries that support our    
mission to take care of the least, the lost  
and the lonely. This is exemplified by our  
commitment to worship and weekly  
communion, to supporting meal programs, 
quilting groups, providing a place for fellowship 
and hospitality as well as a safe space for  
children to learn and others to worship.   
 

We may be small but it is surprising what we 
can accomplish when working for God. 
 

Current Wish List: 
• Christian Flag – outside flag pole  $50-$100 
• Bench for Labyrinth (metal or stone) $250+ 
• Labyrinth Signage $250 
• Grounds Lawncare $100+ 
• Kneel Pads/Communion Rail (dependent  

upon material costs) 
• Statue – Podium style/Biblical verse $1,000+ 
• Digital Church Sign (dependent upon what is 

needed - $5,000+) 
• Electric Handicap Door-front entrance 

($2,000-$4,000) 
• Additional lightweight tables for Bruemmer 

Hall ($169 each) 
• Tables for new conference room ($130 each) 
 

mailto:memorailluthern@sbcglobal.net
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DEACON DENNIS’ NEIGHBORHOOD 

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE  

The second annual Prayer for Christian Unity service will take place at Cardinal Stritch  
University on Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at 5:45 p.m.  This year, our own bishop of the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod, Bishop Paul Erickson, will be present at this service.  The theme  
for 2023 is "Do good; seek justice" (Isaiah 1:17). Cardinal Stritch University is located at 6801 N 
Yates Road, Milwaukee, WI 53217.  Please join us as we gather with people from a variety of 
Christian traditions for this annual remembrance. 

We have just completed one of the prime seasons of the church year – Advent and Christmas. 
My wish is that you all had a peaceful, enjoyable, and blessed holiday season. 
 

We now enter one of the short, and often unnoticed seasons of the church year – Epiphany. 
 

We know it’s there – sort of, but often forget the theme and focus of the season. It is a time    
of revealing. We read several excerpts from the book of Matthew about how Jesus came to be      
revealed to his community and for us to remember and learn from those revealings today. 
 

Please remember to visit the Spiritual Table each week. There will still be seasonal candy,      
but also brief handouts to take home and ponder over. Included in the lectionary this year        
is the full Sermon on the Mount. It is of course very famous as a title, and excerpts are used    
in the lectionary, but this year we get four weeks to hear what Jesus had to say to the crowd           
gathered to hear him and what his words tell us today. I hope to also have a poster or            
picture or two posted each week to give us a feeling for the scene. There are a few other           
stories that we will consider as well, and reminders of what stewardship is. 

The members of the Mary Martha Circle would like to extend their 
heartfelt thanks to all church members and friends for their fantastic    
support of this year's Holiday Craft and Bake Sale. While we traditionally 
have the sale on 2 consecutive Sundays, there was  such an outpouring  
of support in the form of items for sale, that it was extended a third 
week.  We had a new high for monies received which will allow us to     

increase our benevolent giving back to pre-pandemic levels.  We are already looking forward      
to next year's sale!  God Bless you all!! 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 

At the time of this writing, our daughter, Jeanne and wife Barb are in the process of putting together 
40 boxes with handles on the sides for easier handling.  We received them from Pick n’ Save at no cost 
as we did last year.  On Monday, December 19 we will be taking all 40 boxes to Hephatha Lutheran 
Church, our sister church on 18th and Locust!  We will deliver to ten families in their congregation who 
are needy. We have been doing this now for over 40 years. Many of you have noticed all the food 
which as of December 10 has already been purchased and placed on six large tables in Bruemmer 
Hall.  We will fill the boxes on Saturday, December 17. Larger items such as ten pounds of potatoes, 
gallons of milk and hams will be taken in to the houses separately.  Thanks to Laura Jeske, Lin Sawyer, 
Pastor, Buzz and Jeanne Althoen are involved in the delivery!  The photos below are from the basket 
preparation and delivery this year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, January 31, the fifth Tuesday of the month, we will again take Cousins Subs to  
Serenity Inns on 28th and Brown in Milwaukee. The 12 men living there are trying hard to get  
over their addictions.   We used to prepare our meal and eat with the men but with Covid, we  
have been supplying our food in this manner.    
 

At this time we are only providing the food for the St. Vincent de Paul meal program on 10th and 
Madison on the south side. The staff there will be serving.  We are still waiting for the CDC to give    
us suggestions as to when we might be safe in doing our own serving of the food we are providing.  
We will try to keep you up to date on this!   Again, we will NOT provide food on January 1 because 
this is a holiday so our next meal program for food delivery will be  Sunday, February 5! 

Buzz Althoen’s grandson, James, delivering bags 
and bags of hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc 
from the Christmas tree at the Mary Martha event 
in November to Hephatha Lutheran Church 
on their Tuesday Praise.   They loved them. 
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NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
10 - Char Hiller  
11 - Bill Geier 
16 - Karen Nowak 
23 - Debby Blaha 
24 - Sarah Dobbe  
26 - Andrew Pavlik 
31 - Judy Schulz 
 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 
1/30 - Gary and Char Hiller    

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1 - Cyndi Schulz 
3 - Nicolle Grassl 
8 - Bob Meilander 
9 - Connie Rudolph 
12 - Deacon Dennis Schultz 
15 - Adela Ceasar 
16 - Sean Grassl 
17 - Florence Schuenemann  
17 - Herb Marx 
18 - Rick Nowak 
21– Diane Marx 
21 - Phyllis Mittelstadt 

 

Marlene Kapustanczek is offering a Bible study  
this winter on St. Peter’s Letters, 1 and 2. The 
first study will take place on Sunday, January 
22, 2023 following worship. Participants will 
gather in the choir room. The group will also 
meet on February 19 and March 19, following 
worship.  All you need to bring is your Bible  

(we also have some at the church, if you      
forget), some paper/notebook, and a pen/ 
pencil.  You can also bring your own beverage 
into the study.  We have water bottles in the 
refrigerator at the church that are available for 
your use as well.  Please see Marlene or Pastor 
Spies if you have any questions. 

BIBLE STUDY THIS WINTER 

These are the three wonderful people that were  
recognized at our Staff Appreciation on October 30. 

Our wonderful Fellowship Committee responsible 
for organizing the Staff Appreciation event. 

STAFF APPRECIATION 
We celebrated our staff during worship service on Sunday, October 30. Following worship we 
had a very nice luncheon provided by the Fellowship Committee. And it was good! 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES  
  2/9 - John & Deborah Blaha                    
 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
 
 

 

 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  •   GLENDALE,  WI  

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023 

GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

JANUARY 
Sun, 1/1  9:00  Worship  
Sun, 1/8  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 1/15      9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 1/22  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        St. Peter’s Letters Bible Study 
Wed. 1/25  5:45  Prayer for Christian Unity @ 
        Cardinal Stritch 
Sun, 1/29  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        Annual Meeting 
Tue, 1/31     Serenity Inns 
       
 

FEBRUARY 
Sun,  2/5   9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
     4:00   Meal Program 
Sun,  2/12  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  2/19  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
         St. Peter’s Letters Bible Study 
Wed, 2/22  6:00   Ash Wednesday Service with  
         Holy Communion 
Sun,  2/26  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 

The Memorial Lutheran Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning 9-11:30. 


