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Since March of this year, I have been working on putting together a special resource for us to 
use during the Advent Season of 2022.  This year, Advent will start on Sunday, November 27, 
and it will continue through Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve.  I will be making this  
resource available to everyone in multiple formats in the hopes that you will find it easier to 
connect with one option or the other for your devotional use.  A hard copy, with all of the  
devotions for each day printed in one place, will be available for you to pick up starting on 
Sunday, November 13.  I will also be emailing everyone a pdf version to be used on your  
computers on or about that same day.  In addition, the plan will be to send out individual 
emails each day during the season with the devotion for the day available for you in an  
email format.  And, in each of those individual emails, I will be including a link to a YouTube 
video that you can watch which will feature me reading each individual devotion in my own 
voice.  It is my hope that, by providing a variety of formats, I might make it easier for you to 
participate in this activity. 
 

It is also my hope that you would be willing to share this resource with friends and family  
if you think might be beneficial for them.  You can feel free to pick them up a copy of the  
devotion at church to give to them, forward your pdf version to them, forward the daily  
emails that I will send, and/or encourage them to go to our Facebook page during the  
season to find the daily links where the text will be available for them to read and the link  
will be available for them click in order to listen to me read the devotion (if that is preferable).  
Beginning on or around Sunday, November 13, I will be making the introduction to the series 
and the first one or two devotions available early for your viewing/listening.  All of the other 
recorded devotions will be available starting at about 6:00 p.m. the evening before their date 
so that they will be ready for you the next morning, just in case you are an early riser and an 
early reader.  There is even a bonus devotion for Christmas Day in the collection. 
 

Although I do not want to talk about the actual content of the devotion itself in this newsletter 
article, I do want to let you know that this devotion is called “I Wonder So I Wander” (a play 
on the Christmas hymn title “I Wonder as I Wander” that is explained in the introduction to 
the devotion).  The devotion is very autobiographical in nature.  So, you will learn a lot about 
me (from my childhood until today) through the reading of these devotions. Each day I look at 
a tough question from scripture and I consider a place from my past or present where I have 
found help in responding to those tough questions.  And, although it is very autobiographical,  
I hope that you will find yourself somewhere in the pages of these devotions as well. 
 

I hope, among other things, that the reading of my stories might encourage you to consider 
your own stories, your own tough questions in relationship to your faith, and your own sacred 
spaces that have helped you to respond to those questions.  Then, I would love it if you would 
be willing to share some of those thoughts with me either face-to-face, in our Advent Bible  
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MARJORIE AND STEPHEN BURDICK 

MITTEN TREE 

Study series on this theme (as noted in another part of this newsletter), or by text or email.  
I invite you to share those thoughts with family, friends, and neighbors as well (and be ready  
to listen to them share their stories in return). 
 

Thank you for joining me in this journey.  I look forward to seeing where these conversations 
lead us. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lester Spies 

Marjorie and Stephen Burdick were recently received as new members of Memorial and we 

graciously welcome them into our congregation.  

 
To help us mark the celebration of Christmas, we will gather for worship on Christmas Eve,  
Saturday, December 24, at 3:30 p.m.  That service will include a sermon, candlelight, and Holy 
Communion.  We will only have this one service on Christmas Eve. 
 

We will also gather on Sunday morning, Christmas Day, December 
25, at 9:00 a.m.  That is our traditional worship time.  However, the 
service will look a little different from our usual Sunday mornings.  
For the celebration of Christmas, we will focus on the hearing of  
stories from scripture regarding the gift of the Christ child and the 
meaning of his birth for us and for the world, we will sing many  
familiar Christmas carols to help us meditate on the meaning of his 
birth, and we will celebrate Holy Communion to be reminded of his 
constant presence in our lives even now.  A sermon will not be part 
of the Christmas Day service (but don’t be surprised if a brief word  
or two is shared at some point during the service). 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR 2022 

Again this year, the Mary Martha Circle is sponsoring the Mitten Tree.  
Hats, scarves, mittens, and slippers are being collected and will be given  
to those in need. We need your help!  Let’s decorate the tree to overflowing!  
Help keep a worthy person warm and dry this winter. The tree will be up  
beginning on Sunday, November 6th. 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 
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Last year’s Christmas 
Basket Drive.  

Thank you to all our 
donors and helpers! 

It is appropriate to report on good things that are happening with Memorial.   Here we tell you 
about our quarterly missions, the Christmas Basket program, the success of the Summer Work 
Programs, the monthly meal program on the first Sunday of the month, and the continued need 
by various groups for coats, blankets, hats, gloves, and other winter clothing which is constant,  
especially with the coming winter, and also some of the successes of the Summer Work Programs 
held by Hephatha and Reformation Lutheran Churches last summer.   
 

Our 3rd quarter mission of Projects for Seniors received $1160 for their people living mostly in  
subsidized housing, most often in lonely situations. These funds will be especially helpful for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas where each person received a good warm meal on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Our 4th quarter mission,  Street Angels, is the group which goes out 165 nights a year 
in two buses to help homeless people offering meals and help in their situations to get out of the 
condition of life that they are in.   
 

Our Christmas Basket Program is now over 50 years old!  We buy food and place it in at least 
FOUR large baskets and deliver the food to needy people in the Hephatha Lutheran Church  
neighborhood.  Each basket costs close to $120 and will be delivered along with Pastor Mary  
Martha Kannass on Monday, December 19th.  If you would like to help this project, make a  
donation to CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM and place it in the envelope plate.   You are helping  
a very worthy cause.  If you would like to help in delivering the baskets, we will deliver on  
Monday, December 19th in the morning.   
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION, CONTINUED 

SCRIP FUNDRAISER 

Scrip Orders will be accepted the last Sunday of each month.  Don’t forget to place your  
Christmas gift card orders! 
 

What is SCRIP?  ShopWithScrip is a different kind of fundraiser—with the help of over 750  
brands, it turns your everyday shopping into earnings for Memorial.  That means it will help  
us to raise money without having to spend time selling products, asking for donations, or  
planning events.   
 

By paying for your purchases with gift cards, also known as scrip, you  
will earn money on your groceries, gas, dining out, home improvement 
projects, clothing, travel, and more.  How?  Every gift card has a rebate 
percentage on it, normally between 2% and 16%. That rebate comes  
directly to Memorial when a card is purchased at face value. It’s easy,  
it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy lifestyle.   
 

Scrip fundraising includes three simple steps: 
1.  Buy a gift card      2.  Earn a rebate     3.  Use the gift card 

 

There are Scrip order forms and envelopes located on the table in the Narthex and also on the 
desk outside of Nicolle’s office.  Turn the order form in on the last Sunday of each month in the 
collection plate or give the form to Laura Jeske. Laura will place the orders and the gift cards will 
be available the following Sunday at church. If you won’t be in church the next Sunday, please call 
Laura or Nicolle to make alternate arrangements for pick up or delivery. Thank you very much for 
supporting this fundraiser for our church!  If you have any questions, please call Laura Jeske at  
414-578-9561. 

On January 15th we will attend church at Hephatha Lutheran Church at 9:00am and then  
provide a luncheon after church. In the inner city, there is a continued need for coats, hats, 
blankets, gloves, etc.   We give to Hephatha, McCanon Brown Homeless Center, the Crossroads 
meal site and some others all winter. Put them in the Buzz Box in the hallway to the kitchen.   
  

Approximately 100 youth were involved in the Summer Work Programs at Hephatha and  
Reformation Lutheran Churches. Some of their activities are listed below: 
 

• Prayed the prayer of peace and meditated on God’s peace each morning before going 
out to serve. 

• Planted flowers on the yards of neighbors and picked up trash all over the community 
and blessed blocks of houses with prayer. 

• Cleaned the sanctuary, kitchen and fellowship hall 
• Went on a fun retreat day and swam, canoed, kayaked, fished, ran around, ate and had fun. 
• Made loads of lunches for others and carried loads of food. 
• Visited Marquette University, UWM, and Alice’s Garden…Took a Lake Michigan boat 

ride.  Some of us had never seen Lake Michigan! 
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  

Marlene Kapustanczek is offering a Bible study  
this winter on St. Peters Letters, 1 and 2. The 
first study will take place on Sunday, January 
22, 2023 following worship. Participants will 
gather in the choir room. The group will also 
meet on February 19 and March 19, following 
worship.  All you need to bring is your Bible 
(we also have some at the church, if you      
forget), some paper/notebook, and a pen/ 

pencil.  You can also bring your own beverage 
into the study.  We have water bottles in the 
refrigerator at the church that are available for 
your use as well.  Please see Marlene or Pastor 
Spies if you have any questions. 
 
Note: Our Fall Bible Study ends November 20. 
Please join us!  

This year, beginning on Sunday, November 27, 2022, Pastor Spies will be offering a weekly Bible 

Study during the Advent Season.  This four-week study will begin on Sunday, November 27, and 

will continue through Sunday, December 18.  The study will take place in the Choir Room starting 

at about 10:15 a.m.  The theme of this study will be connected to the Advent Devotional Booklet 

that Pastor Spies has put together for use this season, and it will feature discussion on tough  

biblical questions and sacred spaces that help us respond to those tough questions.  We are  

hoping that, in additional to being a time of reflection on some key biblical passages, we will be 

able to use our gatherings to help learn more about the places you call sacred and that you know 

as spaces that inspire and uplift you in your faith journey.  Please join us for as many weeks as 

you can.  

BIBLE STUDY THIS WINTER 

On Sunday, November 13, and on Sunday, November 20, we will be gathering in the Choir Room 

after worship at about 10:15 a.m. to make Advent Calendars.  These beautiful calendars will come 

to us courtesy of Sue Biondich.  She has done most of the work for us; but there are still a few 

things that need to be done to complete them so that they are ready to hold a daily Bible verse 

for the days starting December 1 and going until, and including, Christmas Day, December 25.  

These will be reusable calendars that you will want to store after the holidays and reuse each 

year.  If you are not interested in making one for yourself or for a member of your family,  

perhaps you could join us and make one of our members who cannot be at worship with us.   

We are hoping to distribute some of these calendars as part of our visitation ministry. Your  

help in making that happen will be greatly appreciated.  We will be doing this over two  

weekends just in case you need extra time or if you cannot make one week or the other.  

There is no requirement to be there for both Sundays.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please talk to Sue Biondich or Pastor Spies. 

ADVENT CALENDAR MAKING EVENTS 
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NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 - James Frank 
2 - Michael Rudolph 
3 - Frederick Hoffmann 
7 - Jana Jones 
9 - Henry ’Buzz’ Althoen     
9 - Elliott Moeser 
14 - Megan Seidl 
19 - Ruth Ann Wood 
25 - Sue Biondich 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
14 - Peter & Ruth Ann Wood … 35 years 
29 - Buzz & Barb Althoen … 64 years 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
12 - John Blaha 
12 - Chuck Carroll 
12 - Linda Marx 
12 - Julia Stein 
20 - Matthew Moeser 
22 - Michael Seidl 
27 - Shirley Pedriana 
30 - Susie Beese 
30 - Steve Koenig 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  
    1– Chuck and Barb Carroll ... 32 years 
  24 - Bruce and Rose Fraser … 45 years 
  30 - Kevin and Lorie Ackermann  … 22 years 

Holiday Craft Fair 
Date: Sunday, November 6 & 13 
Time: Before and after worship 
What’s for sale: Silent Auction, Handmade Crafts, “Uniques 
and Antiques” 
 

How can you help? Donations of ANY items from the above 
“What’s for sale” list would be most appreciated from any and 
ALL members of Memorial.  We would especially like a wide 
array of handmade crafts.  PLEASE PUT A PRICE ON  
ALL DONATED ITEMS. Thank you! 

November and December will be very busy times at Memorial. I will be sending Midweek Med-
itations during November, but not in December. I encourage you to check the Spiritual Re-
sources table weekly. Besides candy, there will be handouts and items to take away  
reflecting various days or seasons. During Advent you will all be receiving Pastor Spies’  
Advent Devotions. However, I will have some small takeaway cards noting certain days and 
people we need to take note of during the season. There will always be printouts identifying 
ways to contribute to continuing disaster needs and seasonal appeals. You will also find  
information about some places, people, and parts of God’s world that need our prayers. 
 

Special Dates to take note of in November. They affect us all. 
• November 6 – Daylight Savings time ends 
• November 8 – Election Day. It is our Christian duty to be responsible citizens  
• November 11 – Veterans Day. We give thanks for all who served and pray for the many who 

have special needs. 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

NOVEMBER 
Sun, 11/6  9:00  Worship  
     4:00  Meal Program 
Sun, 11/13  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        Advent calendars activity 
Sun, 11/20      9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        St. Matthew Bible Study 
        Advent calendars activity 
Thurs, 11/24    Happy Thanksgiving! 
Sun, 11/27  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        Advent Bible Study  
         
 

DECEMBER 
Sun,  12/4  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
         Advent Bible Study  
     4:00   Meal Program 
Sun,  12/11  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
         Advent Bible Study  
Sun,  12/18  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
         Advent Bible Study  
Mon, 12/19  AM   Christmas Basket Delivery  
Sat,  12/24  3:30   Christmas Eve Worship 
Sun,  12/25  9:00   Christmas Worship with  
         Lessons, Carols & Holy Communion 
Sun,  1/1   9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 

 

The Memorial Lutheran Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning 9-11:30. 


