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Our Sunday morning worship service has been anything but “traditional” over the last couple of 
year.  True, our musical offerings are more traditional than many congregations in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.  But we have made many changes to the way that we deliver our 
worship services, in response to COVID and in keeping with the recommendations from church 
leaders because of COVID, as compared to what we did prior to COVID.  We have prioritized, and 
will continue to prioritize, the health and safety of those who worship with us as best we can, and 
we will do that in keeping with recommended safer practices.  Part of the way that we have 
worked to make that happen over the last couple of years is that we have made adjustments and 
adaptations to our traditional worship experience. 
 

Over the last year, we have slowly been adding elements back into our Sunday morning worship 
experience that were removed a couple of years ago.  We started singing hymns once again,  
coming forward to receive communion, and gradually introduced some of the sung elements of 
our liturgy as well.   
 

This summer we have been using some of the words from the Book of Psalms to help us during 
our worship time.  It has been fun focusing the Psalms and being reminded of God’s presences and 
God’s promises through these amazing verses from one of my favorite books of the Bible.  Thanks 
for your support as we tried “something new” for a season. 
 

However, as we prepare for the fall season, many things are about to change once again.  Anne 
Murray, my favorite recording artist of all time, recorded one of my favorite songs back in the 
1970s called “Everything Old is New Again.”  And I am hoping that song title will be close to our 
experience of the worship service starting in September.  Although it will not be a complete return 
to “normalcy,” you will find that all of the elements of our traditional liturgical service will return.  
We will be singing the Kyrie, the Hymn of Praise, the Gospel Response, the offertory, the Lamb of 
God, and other elements that have been missing for a while.   
 

That also means that I will be re-learning my parts in the service that we edited out in response to 
COVID.  As I was starting the planning process for worship this fall, I was surprised at how many 
such parts there were.  So, clearly, some practicing will be in order for me over the next few 
weeks.  But I am excited about what this means for our worship life. 
 

I still plan to have us receive communion the way that we have been receiving communion over 
the last few months, instead of coming forward and kneeling at the altar.  Prolonged time near 
others who might be unmasked as they wait for communion might be a little too risky right now 
since we are well aware that COVID has not left our community or our world.  We will keep  
monitoring the situation and will make adjustments as needed.  But it feels good, at least for  
me, to get closer and closer to the way our worship experience used to be. 
 

continued on next page 
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September will also be an interesting time because our worship and musical leaders will be 
changing over the first few weeks as our team gets a few much-needed days of time off  
scheduled into their busy lives. I will be on vacation from August 29 through September 5.   
So, Deacon Dennis Schultz will take care of things on Sunday, September 4. There will be no 
communion that Sunday.  Fred Bach will be here for musical leadership. On Sunday, September 
11, Fred will be taking some much-deserved time off, I will be back at the altar and pulpit, and 
Matt Zembrowski will be here to provide musical leadership. And then, finally, Fred and I will 
both be back together providing leadership on Sunday, September 18.   
 

Thank you, in advance, for your patience as we work to re-introduce some of the liturgical  
elements back into our worship.   
 

In addition, please look for more information in the coming weeks regarding a possible Staff 
Appreciation Sunday this fall.  Deacon Schultz and I are grateful for the constant support that 
we receive from the congregation.  But we don’t have the opportunity to say “Thank You”  
directly to our non-ordained staff as frequently as we would like.  So, we are hoping to find a 
Sunday this fall where we can have honored guests Fred Bach (Organist), Nicolle Grassl (Office 
Manager), and Jasmin Radisevic (Custodian) join us at worship to share our gratitude face-to-
face with these wonderful servants.  Again, look for more information in upcoming bulletins 
and weekly emails as we solidify our plans for this celebration. 
 

Have a blessed fall! 
 

Pastor Lester Spies 

BIBLE STUDY THIS FALL 
Marlene Kapustanczek is offering a Bible study 
on the Gospel According to St. Matthew this 
fall. The first study will take place on Sunday, 
September 18, following worship. Participants 
will gather in the choir room. The group will 
also meet on October 23 and November 20, 
starting at about 10:00 a.m.  All you need to 
bring is your Bible (we also have some at the 

church, if you forget), some paper/notebook, 
and a pen/pencil.  You can also bring your own 
beverage into the study.  We have water 
bottles in the refrigerator at the church that 
are available for your use as well.  Please see 
Marlene or Pastor Spies if you have any  
questions. 

Mr. Lorin Slauson was recently received as a new member of Memorial and we graciously  
welcome him into our congregation.  

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 

4 | SEPT/OCT Good News at Memorial 

A larger group of young people at Hephatha. 
Most of the rest were at UWM (16 and older) 

seeing what it takes to go to college and 
what it can offer them. 

A small group of 
girls taking plants 
to neighborhood 

residents with the 
greeting “God’s 
peace be with 

you!”. Then they 
went to work in 

the yards of 
needy, retired 

people. 

Hello to all of you happy readers. The main  
and most important message for this news-
letter is the St. Vincent de Paul meal program 
at the Crossroads site on 10th and Madison in 
Milwaukee. Memorial has been involved at 
this site since 1984! The pandemic has certain-
ly changed the way churches and synagogues 
can respond to the need there. It was closed 
for a time and, more recently, we have been 
making casseroles only and taking them down 
to the site by around 4pm so they could be 
made ready between 5-7pm to those lining up 
at the door for a meal to take home. However,  
beginning on the first Sunday in September, 
9/4, we will be taking our full meal to the site 
and it will be delivered by staff there to the 
guests. We will be taking down the casseroles, 
jello buckets with fruit and 10 gallons of choc-
olate milk. This is the way we have been doing 
it for many years. The site will provide bread 
and vegetables. Generally, we have served 
around 160-175 guests at the site.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Generally, Memorial has been doing the      
serving of the guests in two lines at the site. 
Some churches are doing this. Memorial WILL 

NOT be doing the serving because of covid, 
which still exists. Several of our members are 
among the older people and more susceptible. 
We will wait until after the first of the year, 
2023, to see if it is safe and OK to serve.         
So, in addition to the casseroles we bring,      
we will also have ten ice cream buckets on the 
table in the narthex for our members to take 
home and bring back on the first Sunday of    
the month.  Casseroles will be brought to the 
church in the morning of the first Sunday or  
between 4:00-4:15pm to be taken down to the 
facility along with the ice cream buckets of 
jello and 10 gallons of chocolate milk.  A big 
thank you to those of you who have been 
bringing casseroles and if you would like to 
make a casserole, please take a pan and pre-
pare it according to the directions or/and an 
ice cream bucket and prepare a jello mold 
with fruit and bring it to church on the first 
Sunday of the month.  Any questions, please 
call Buzz Althoen at 414-228-9647. 
 

Thank you all who contributed to the Summer 
Work Programs at Hephatha and Reformation 
Lutheran churches this summer. They are quite 
successful this year so please know that you 
have helped a young person to have a good 
summer involved in age-appropriate activities 
and were also able to earn some money of 
their own. 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION, CONTINUED 

We continue to serve at Serenity Inns on 28th 
and Brown for men who want to end their ad-
diction to alcohol and/or drugs. We also will 
attend a church service later in fall at Hephatha 
Lutheran Church, our sister church for many 
years. We can attend the service and then 
serve a meal after church and Sunday school   
in the lower level.  Hephatha has different 
churches plan and serve the meal each Sunday! 

Remember, also, our 3rd quarter mission 
which is for seniors who mostly live alone in 
assisted living as shown on the bulletin 
board in Bruemmer Hall on the east wall.    

CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 

With the many changes and additions of new 

ministries at Memorial, the Council determined 

that now is an appropriate time to take a    

comprehensive look at how the church space 

can be used more efficiently.  It is expected 

that the project will be in three phases. The 

first phase focuses on the ‘choir’ room. The 

room will become an ‘education room’ with 

the removal of items that are no longer used; 

and other items moved to different areas of 

the church.  For example, with input from the 

Fellowship Committee, the breakfast ministry 

items will be placed in the closet next to the 

kitchen; and the extra tables currently in the 

closet, that are not used very often, ‘rolled’ to 

an easily accessible space in the basement. It is 

expected that these changes will take place in 

August through all of September. The counting 

room and old library will be addressed in the 

future, at a time yet to be determined. If any-

one is interested in helping with the project 

(mainly for planning and organization) please 

contact Cathy Zacher or Ruth Ann Wood. 

I wanted to provide an update on our current 
financial position. 
 

At the end of July, we have a deficit year to 
date of $22,964.  In other words, spending    
exceeds contributions by $22,964.  This tends 
to happen each year during the summer 
months. Contributions have declined the      
last few months but the spending on normal 
expenses has not declined.  We have a safe 
cushion in our checking account and savings 
account so there is no reason to be alarmed.  
This is simply an update – I do not want to 
alarm you.    
 

Each council meeting we review the financial 
statement to provide watchful eyes on our    
financial status. Everyone does not need to 
track things so closely if we can keep you      
updated on the significant items. Again, there 
is no crisis.  If you can help reduce the deficit,  
it keeps us in a healthy financial place as we 
enter the fall & yearend 
 

Please contact me if you have any questions.   
 

Ron Searles 
Council President 

Serenity Inns  
located at 28th  
and Brown in  
Milwaukee.  

This is where men 
with alcoholic and 

drug addictions live 
and can receive help 

to get over their  
addictions. 

We served on  
August 30. 

DEACON DENNIS’ NEIGHBORHOOD 

6 | SEPT/OCT Good News at Memorial 

MAI GARDEN 

QUILT SUNDAY 2022 ON OCTOBER 2 

The Mai Garden is looking neglected. I am asking 
anyone who has an hour or so to spare during  
the week, through September, to pull weeds and 
obnoxious weeds. I can’t tell you how much it 
would be appreciated to help.  
The garden is definitely not a one-person job.  
The grounds around Memorial are beautiful,  
but neglected, it sadly makes the property look 
uncared for. Do not worry about whether you 
know a weed from a plant. Honestly at this point, 
it's hard to tell, so no one will judge what you 
do. If you have any questions, please let Ruth  
Ann know. Bring your own gloves, and clippers  
or whatever. Any weeds can be thrown in the 
dumpster. Just put them in a black garbage bag.  
Thank you. Ruth Ann 414-403-7914 

COFFEE HOUR 

Fellowship along  
with Chef Robert and 
Buzz do our best to  
provide coffee and  
a treat each Sunday. 
We would like to see 
more people involved 
with serving and 
making something  
to share. Coffee and 
paper products are 
provided and availa-
ble to use. Please take advantage of  
the sign-up sheet in Bruemmer Hall to 
help out on any Sunday. Buzz generally 
provides coffee hour and a treat on the 
first Sunday of the month, but there are 
still three or four that can be filled. 
Thanks again. The Fellowship Committee 

 *Beginning with the last two weeks in September I hope to periodically write the Intercessory 

Prayers for given Sundays. The ELW recommends they be written locally. If you have any special 

requests for petitions, please get them to me the Sunday before. They should be based on the 

lectionary for the day, so you will need to look ahead. If you would like to join me in writing 

them, please let me know. It is a challenge, but rewarding. This way we can keep up with      

contemporary events. 

 **On the last Sunday of September, I will be conducting a class on how we have come to  

include the Intercessory Prayers and what format they follow. Please join me. 

 ***The Spiritual Resource Table will always be changing so be sure to check it out. There 

will be various items to take or at least peruse. There will also be information on how you can 

contribute to various ELCA appeals. Plus, there is always candy available. 

 ****Fred Bach has contributed two new mystery books to our collections. They are  

spiritually based. Look for them on the first bookshelf. 

Please join us for a blessing of the quilts that the Memorial Lutheran Quilters 
group has worked so hard on this past year. These quilts are donated to  
organizations that work with those in need. As always, all guests are welcome  

on Wednesday mornings between 9 and 11 a.m. We’d love to have you visit us  

and/or join us in quilting.  
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 2022 

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

2- Meredith Searles 
3- Louis Beese  
6- Andrew Searles  
14-Marlene Kapustanczek   
14- Kathy Mehlenbeck  
17– Shirley Worth 
25- Rose Fraser  
28– Barbara Spies  
 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  5– Pam Harris 
  8– Ronald Searles 
12 - Sandy Galioto 
28– Cathy Zacher 
31– Jim Cormany 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

  21 - Bob & Pat Schuette - 55 years 
  21 - Richard & Karen Nowak - 27 years 

As a reminder, each year in September, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
has a God’s Work. Our Hands. ministry event that takes place throughout the nation.  The 
date for this year’s event is Sunday, September 11, 2022. 
 

The ELCA website describes the event in this way:  “This day is an opportunity to celebrate 
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to 
serve and love our neighbor.  Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of 
our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service,  
in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace.” 
 

For this year’s God’s Work. Our Hands. event, we have decided to help gather the following 
supplies and give them to the leadership at Hephatha Lutheran Church in Milwaukee for dis-
tribution through their Strong Baby Sanctuary Ministry: 
 

Diapers: Sizes that we need the most: size 4, 5 and 6 
Pull ups: Sizes 2t-3t (boys) 3t-4t (boys) 
Wipes/No perfume 
Cans of powdered Formula (any brand) 
Baby Wash 
Baby Lotion 

 

Following worship on Sunday, September 11, we will gather to sort through the products and 
box similar items together.  We will then get these products to Hephatha Lutheran Church as 
soon as possible after that day. 
 

Please feel free to brings any of these products up to and including Sunday, September 11.  
And please join us after worship to help with the sorting process.  Thank you for your support 
of this year’s God’s Work. Our Hands. project. 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

SEPTEMBER 
Sun, 9/4  9:00  Worship  
     4:00  Meal Program 
Sun, 9/11  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        God’s Work. Our Hands. 
Sun, 9/18      9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        St. Matthew Bible Study 
Sun, 9/25  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        Intercessory Prayers Class  
 

OCTOBER 
Sun,  10/2  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
         Quilt Sunday 
     4:00   Meal Program 
Sun,  10/9  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  10/16 9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  10/23 9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
         St. Matthew Bible Study 
Sun,  10/30 9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 

 

The Memorial Lutheran Quilters Group meets every  
Wednesday morning 9-11:30. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Holiday Craft Fair 
Date: Sunday, November 6 & 13 
Time: Before and after worship 
What’s for sale: Silent Auction, 
Handmade Crafts, “Uniques and 
Antiques” 
 

How can you help? Donations  
of ANY items from the above 
“What’s for sale” list would be 
most appreciated from any and 
ALL members of Memorial.   
We would especially like a wide 
array of handmade crafts.  
PLEASE PUT A PRICE ON ALL 
DONATED ITEMS. Thank you! 


