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Each year in September, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has a God’s Work. 
Our Hands. ministry event that takes place throughout the nation.  The people or leadership of 
each individual congregation decide if they will participate and/or how they will participate.  It   
is not a requirement that congregations get involved.  The national church simply asks individual 
congregation to consider being a part of the national event as a way of expressing unity with  
one another in the common cause of service to others.  The date for this year’s event is Sunday, 
September 11, 2022. 
 
The ELCA website describes the event in this way:  “This day is an opportunity to celebrate     
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve 
and love our neighbor.  Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most 
basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily 
calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.” 
In previous years we have collected desired products for some of the area ministries that we 
support.  Last year we collected school supplies that are used as part of the Lutheran World     
Relief care packages which get shared in times of need throughout the world.   
 
This year we decided to stay more local with our project.  As many of you know, Memorial       
Lutheran Church already has an ongoing relationship in which we offer support for some of     
the ministries of Hephatha Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.  I recently connected with their   
leadership, and they identified a current ministry of theirs where support would be needed    
and gratefully received. 
 
Each month Hephatha works with about 50 families through their Hephatha’s Strong Baby   
Sanctuary Ministry.  This ministry is in place to help respond to the crisis of the high infant    
mortality rate in Milwaukee, especially among black babies.  With their congregational nurse’s 
involvement, they offer classes to new families to offer support and share strategies to keep    
babies safe and growing healthy.  At the end of those classes, they also share much needed   
supplies with these families. 
 
For this year’s God’s Work. Our Hands. event, we have decided to help gather these supplies  
and give them to the leadership at Hephatha for distribution through their Strong Baby          
Sanctuary Ministry.  The supplies that they need are as follows: 
 

•Diapers: Sizes that we need the most: size 4, 5 and 6 
•Pull ups: Sizes 2t-3t (boys) 3t-4t (boys) 
•Wipes/No perfume 
•Cans of powdered Formula (any brand) 
•Baby Wash 
•Baby Lotion                    -continued on next page 
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 Thank you to all of you who consented to color Pentecost sheets to post. I hope you          
enjoyed doing them. I do think they added some to our appreciation of the day. 

 Wednesday Meditations will continue. There will be a variety of Bible studies with a couple 
of Living Lutheran articles thrown in. Please remember to download them and use them at 
any time. I pray that they will help in your understandings of Scripture and our theology. 
(There will not be a noontime Bible study as I had hoped to do. Too many things in my life 
that interfered.) 

 Please consult the Spiritual Resources Table. The items and handouts there are of current 
concerns and issues that the ELCA and our synod have responded to. There always extra 
copies of the Wednesday Meditation. We need to respond to our society and world issues 
that might be nearby or far distant, but impact our faith. 

 Shortly I will be posting a Banned Books display in the library area. There has been a great 
deal of controversy in many communities about books in schools and local libraries. Several 
have been “banned,” or removed. They deal with controversial subjects but are hardly      
obscene. An article in the Christian Century suggested that as Christians we should read 
some of them to be informed, because they are so well written, and they speak to our faith. 
The two are: Beloved by Toni Morrison. It focuses on the travails faced by a woman who 
faced life as a slave. The other is Maus, a graphic novel by Art Spiegelman. The two books 
that provide insights into the evils of Nazism in the 1940’s. Look for the poster and the 
books. There is also a delightful children’s book entitled How to Make a Mountain. Check    
it out to use with grandchildren. 
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DEACON DENNIS’ NEIGHBORHOOD 

In addition, it is my understanding that paper products, such as toilet paper, can also be used  
by Hephatha to distribute to families who are part of this or other programs that they support. 
In order to give people time to gather these supplies, I am sharing this information with you 
now so that you can plan ahead and look for any sales.  Feel free to bring products to the church 
at any point in the summer on or prior to September 11.  On Sunday, September 11, we will 
gather to sort through the products and box similar items together.  We will then get these 
products to Hephatha as soon as possible after that day. 
 
Thank you for all that you do in service to others.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
let me know. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Lester Spies 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY ON THE PSALMS 
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Summer Bible Study on the Psalms --  
Reminder from Previous Newsletter 
  
As many of you already know, my favorite book 
of the Bible is the Psalms.  It’s the book that I 
go to more than any other when looking for  
devotion and inspiration.  Even in worship, we 
read from the book of Psalms every week.   
Other books of the Bible come in and out of 
use during our worship time, but the Psalms is 
a constant (for the most part) through each 
week of every church season in every church 
year. 
  
Several years ago, I put together a liturgy that  
is appropriate for use on Sunday mornings.  It 
contains words from the Psalms that help us in 
our confession of sin and reassurance of God’s 
forgiveness, that aid us in our prayers to God, 
that give us context for the singing of God’s 
praises, that send us forth from worship with 
reminders of God’s blessing, and that call us to 
fulfill our call in the world.  During the summer 
we will be using a version of this service to  
assist us in our worship.  We started on Sunday, 
June 19, and we will continue through August 
28. 
  
To help provide more context, and to give us  
an opportunity to study the Psalms in greater 
detail, I will be offering a Bible Study on the 
first Sunday of the month in June, July, and  
August.  The study will follow after worship, 
and will begin around 10:00 a.m.  I will be  
making use of the work of theologian Walter 
Brueggemann who, in his book Message of   
the Psalms, suggested that the Psalms could  
be divided into three categories – Psalms of  
Orientation, Psalms of Disorientation, and 

Psalms of New Orientation.  Psalms of  
Orientation are the kinds of Psalms written  
at a time when life makes sense, when our  
relationship with God is in good order, and 
when peace and calm are the prevailing  
emotions.  Psalms of Disorientation are  
Psalms that come out of experiences like  
slavery, war, brokenness, separation from  
God, change, and COVID – just to name a 
few.  In such times, things are not right.   
Language is different.  Hope may exist, but  
the thing hoped for still has not made itself 
known.  Psalms of New Orientation come  
after the disorientation has turned into a  
reorientation toward God.  The new normal  
is welcomed, life itself feels new, and things 
start to make sense once again.  This summer 
we will be looking at the Psalms from this 
unique perspective during our study time on 
the first Sunday of each month.  On Sunday, 
June 5, 2022, we looked at some Psalms of  
Orientation.  On Sunday, July 3, 2022, we will 
consider some of the Psalms of Disorientation 
(and some of the feelings that come out of the 
context of those Psalms).  Then, on Sunday,  
August 7, we will get to feel what a New  
Orientation looks like as we consider some 
Psalms found in that category. 
  
Please join us for worship and Bible Study this 
summer.  I hope in the process that you find as 
much meaning and inspiration as I have found 
in this section of God’s word.  I look forward to 
the conversation. 
  
Pastor Lester Spies 
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STUDY OF ST. MATTHEW 

COUNCIL UPDATE 

Our mortgage with US Bank matures in November. 
It is a 5 year term loan in order to get a lower interest rate.  It has a 15 year amortization to       
determine the principal & interest payment schedule.  This is already the second 5 year loan   
with US Bank meaning that at the end of the next 5 year loan, the mortgage will be paid in 
full.  The loan principal balance at the end of May was $75,872. 
 
I will be contacting US Bank soon to have them begin the underwriting process.   Although this 
should be relatively straight forward, it is always best to start early anticipating that we will run 
into a few delays.  If all goes well, we will be able finalize the new loan and lock in a rate.   
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.   
 
Ron Searles 
Council President 

Marlene Kapustanczek continues Study of St. Matthew in 2022. The dates for the next studies 
are listed below:  

July 24 
August 21 
 
You do not need to have been present for previous studies to join Marlene. There is no       
required homework either! You are welcome to join whenever you are available. Looking   
forward to seeing you there!  

Memorial is looking to improve and enhance our shut-in ministry.  If you would like to be a part 
of helping us reach this part of our congregational family in a more meaningful way (visit, share 
Holy Communion, make phone calls, send cards, etc.), we will be meeting after worship on  
Sunday, July 17 to gauge interest and to talk about next steps  Please join us if you would like   
to be involved or would like to know more about this ministry.  If you are unable to join us but 
would like to be part of the process in the future, please see Ruth Ann Wood or Pastor 
Spies.  Thank you! 

SHUT-IN VISITATION MINISTRY 
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One of the biggest fundraisers for Memorial every  
summer has been helping young people in the HEPHATHA 
and REFORMATION Lutheran churches be successful in 
their Summer Work Programs. This year we have raised 
$2940 for Hephatha and $3020 for Reformation Lutheran 
Church programs.   Be proud, Memorial, for you are  
helping young people ages 9-16 work in age appropriate 
situations to develop good Christian camaraderie, self 
confidence, be involved in activities which are important 
and where young people in the inner city get to see good 
things happen in their work experiences. They attend 
church on Sundays, along with their work experiences in their neighborhood of cleaning up  
streets, planting empty lots, visiting shut-ins, making cookies for the elderly, and writing letters  

to the sick and homebound.  Older students are engaged at 
UW-MILWAUKEE to see what possibilities there are for them 
after high school, along with a field trip or two to places such 
as the sewage treatment plant at Jones Island or even a  
Nature Program!  The Good News In Action Committee has 
seen advantages for the young people in the summer and 
have felt and continue to feel the excellent advantages for 
youth at these two churches to be involved with the church 
work programs. Thank you, Memorial, for helping to  
continue these fine programs! 

 
 
 
Our 2nd quarter mission this year has been the GUEST HOUSE for  
April-June. We have given them clothing, new underwear, shoes, 
and, through our “change for change” container in the narthex,  
are close to $300.  When we match this with the endowment fund, 
we will have about $600 for this cause.   Guest House continues to 
house anywhere from 60-80 people, mostly men, each night and 
provide meals each evening! They also provide help for those who 
have mental issues, work problems, drug and alcohol problems, 
each of which takes counseling and understanding for the guests 
to learn to help themselves. We have provided them with shoes, 
clothing, new men’s underwear, belts and personal hygiene items. 
 
 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION COMMITTEE 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION COMMITTEE, CONT. 

JULY AND AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Our 3rd quarter mission will be COMMUNITY PROJECTS FOR SENIORS. This is a great group 

which we have worked with before.  They work hard to have activities for seniors who so 

often live alone and are in social isolation.  Each year the recipients receive a hot meal at 

Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas!   They also provide social gatherings  such as an ice 

cream social, live music, bingo, or a craft/brain activity  or even a nature trip.  Care packages 

such as a grocery tote bag with a package of 

toilet paper, roll of paper towels, and a box 

of Kleenex are given out. You will hear more 

about how you can help.   We have chosen 

this group for the 3rd quarter because their 

largest funding need is Thanksgiving and 

Christmas meals which are delivered           

personally to the homes and since the         

3rd quarter is July-September, they will        

really need funding! 

 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 
5  Marlys Veitel       
13 Char Ghazarian               
18 Kathy Cormany  
19 Jerry Kuntz               
21 Susan Rose     
22 Christopher Siegel  
29 Carolyn LeBeck 

 
JULY ANNIVERSARY 
29th -  Louis & Susie Beese … 55 years  

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
  4  Kathi Siegel        
18 Rudy Underkofler      
21 Robyn Kelley       
28 Margo Pavlik       
29 Stephanie Cybela 
29 Irene Peterson       
30 Barbara Cybela          

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARY 
2nd -  Dale & Barbara Cybela … 36 years  

 

 

The LeBeck Family was recently received as members of Memorial and we graciously  

welcome them into our congregation.  Carolyn and Randall were previously members at 

Abiding Savior. We are so grateful they are part of the Memorial family! 

WELCOME LEBECK FAMILY! 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

 JULY 
 Sun.   7/3     9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
         10:00  Bible Study on The Psalms 
 Sun.    7/10  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.    7/17  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.    7/24  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.     7/31  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 AUGUST 
 Sun.      8/7  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
         10:00   Bible Study on The Psalms 
 Sun.    8/14  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.    8/21  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.    8/28  9:00    Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 

*The Memorial Lutheran Quilters group meets every Wednesday morning from 9-11:30. 


