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Hallelujah! 

 Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God 

 while I have my being. 

     Psalm 146:1-2 
 

Music has always played an important role in my life as a person of faith.  Singing hymns in  
my church during worship; being a part of the church choir, college choir, and seminary choir;  

listening to the music shared by others using various instruments – these were all important, 

meaningful, and spiritual activities for me over the years.  And they still are.   
 

As we were looking at ways to celebrate the new “regular” call that Memorial Lutheran  

Church issued to me earlier this year, the synod leadership said that we could feel free to  
go in a variety of directions.  Although this call is “new,” it is also a continuation of the ministry 

that I have been blessed to share with you over the last five years.  Synod leadership said that 

we could do an official installation service where the bishop or designee could come formalize 
the new call in that way.  That felt a little strange to me given that we have already had two 

different installations in the past because of the changes in ministry.  A third time with a similar 

celebration seemed a little unnecessary to me.  Synod leadership also said that we could choose 
to do nothing official to mark this time.  And, while the busy days of planning for Lent and Easter 

made this idea sound very attractive, the thought of doing nothing to mark this occasion also 

seemed strange to me.  Finally, the synod leadership suggested that we could do “something 

else” to celebrate the new call.  I really liked that option. 
 

In conversation with the council and other leaders, and with their support, I have decided that 

the way that I would like to mark this new call is with a Celebration of Music and Ministry event.  
This would give us a chance to enjoy some great church music in a focused manner and would 

allow us to sing God’s praises beyond the Sunday morning worship experiences.  So, on Sunday, 

May 1, 2022, beginning at 2:00 p.m., please join me in celebrating this new call with music from 
our organist, Fred Bach, some solo offerings from my friend, Matt Zembrowski, and some singing 

of some of my favorite hymns by all those gathered on that day.  We will include a lesson or two 

and some prayers for the occasion, but there will not be a sermon or Holy Communion.  Those 
will happen that morning at our traditional service time of 9:00 a.m.  The afternoon event will 

focus on listening and on singing.   

 

-continued on next page 
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Located on 
the north 
end of our 
parking lot is 
a labyrinth 
that was built 

many years ago by an Eagle Scout as his Eagle 
Scout Project at the time.  Over the last few 
years, we have been trying to maintain it so that 
it is usable for members and neighbors.  We 
know, for a fact, that some of our neighbors  
do make use of the labyrinth as a devotional  
resource for them, especially in months when 
the weather cooperates. 
 

Maintaining it so that it is presentable has been 
a challenge.  However, the council is committed 
to finding solutions this year to improving its 
overall look and its functionality.  The changes 
might be small in 2022, but we hope to make it 
more attractive for users with fewer weeds and, 
perhaps, a few more stones to fill in some gaps 
that have developed over the years.  Again, do 
not look for major changes.  This is not a high 
priority for 2022 in terms of major budget     
dollars.  Yet, we are hoping that some small    
investments might make it just a little more    
attractive as the summer progresses. 

May 7, 2022 is designated as World Labyrinth 
Day.  You are invited to check out the laby-
rinth and make use of it as you are comfortable 
and weather permits.  For now consider a solo, 
duo or small group walk. On the following page 
is a guide for your reference as you use the  
Labyrinth.   For more information on World 
Labyrinth Day, feel free to visit the following 
site:  https://www.worldlabyrinthday.org/   
 

There is no one right way to use a labyrinth.  
But, if you are interested in a specific use, a 
group of labyrinth enthusiasts have shared 
some thoughts on how labyrinths can be used 
as a tool for meditation on the theme of world 
healing, especially in response to the invasion  
of Ukraine.  If you are interested in learning 
more about this, please visit the following site:  
https://globalhealingresponse.com/peace-for-
ukraine-invasion/ 
 

If you have questions or need additional  
information, please let me know. 
 

Pastor Lester Spies 
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Following the Celebration of Music and Ministry, which will last for about an hour to an hour 
and fifteen minutes, we will have some time for fellowship with one another as we share some 
cake, light snacks, and beverages.  A special offering will be taken during the service, and  
proceeds from that offering will go the Fellowship Committee to help support the amazing  
ministries that they do throughout the year for Memorial and beyond. 
 

I hope that you will be able to be there for this gathering.  Please invite a friend or two to join 
you as well – especially if they are music fans.   
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lester Spies 
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As many of you already know, my favorite book 
of the Bible is the Psalms.  It’s the book that I  
go to more than any other when looking for  
devotion and inspiration.  Even in worship, we 
read from the book of Psalms every week.   
Other books of the Bible come in and out of use 
during our worship time, but the Psalms is a con-
stant (for the most part) through each week of 
every church season in every church year. 
 

Several years ago, I put together a liturgy that is appropriate for use on Sunday mornings.  It  
contains words from the Psalms that help us in our confession of sin and reassurance of God’s  
forgiveness, that aid us in our prayers to God, that give us context for the singing of God’s praises, 
that send us forth from worship with reminders of God’s blessing, and that call us to fulfill our  
call in the world.  During the summer we will be using a version of this service to assist us in our 
worship starting on Sunday, June 19, and continuing through August 28. 
 

The help provide more context, and to give us an opportunity to study the Psalms in greater  
detail, I will be offering a Bible Study on the first Sunday of the month in June, July, and August.  
The study will follow after worship, and will begin around 10:00 a.m.  I will be making use of the 
work of theologian Walter Brueggemann who, in his book Message of the Psalms, suggested  
that the Psalms could be divided into three categories – Psalms of Orientation, Psalms of  
Disorientation, and Psalms of New Orientation.  Psalms of Orientation are the kinds of Psalms 
written at a time when life makes sense, when our relationship with God is in good order, and 
when peace and calm are the prevailing emotions.  Psalms of Disorientation are Psalms that  
come out of experiences like slavery, war, brokenness, separation from God, change, and COVID – 
just to name a few.  In such times, things are not right.  Language is different.  Hope may exist,  
but the thing hoped for still has not made itself known.  Psalms of New Orientation come after  
the disorientation has turned into a reorientation toward God.  The new normal is welcomed,  
life itself feels new, and things start to make sense once again.  This summer we will be looking  
at the Psalms from this unique perspective during our study time on the first Sunday of each 
month.  Sunday, June 5, 2022, will feature a look at some Psalms of Orientation.  On Sunday, July 
3, 2022, we will consider some of the Psalms of Disorientation (and some of the feelings that 
come out of the context of those Psalm).  Then, on Sunday, August 7, we will get to feel what a 
New Orientation looks like as we consider some Psalms found in that category. 
 

Please join us for worship and Bible Study this summer.  I hope in the process that you find as 
much meaning and inspiration as I have found in this section of God’s word.  I look forward to the 
conversation. 
 

Pastor Lester Spies 

QUILTING UPDATE 
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DEACON DENNIS’ NEIGHBORHOOD 

It has now been over a year since Abiding Savior Quilters moved to Memorial Lutheran 
Church. We have been very grateful for the use of your facilities enabling us to continue our 
quilting ministry. We have also been very thankful for how welcoming all the Memorial mem-
bers and Pastor Spies have been to us. 
 

I spoke with Pastor Spies last week regarding how long we could continue our quilting at your 
facility. He said for the next 10 years!! If you have peeked into the conference room, you know 
that we have plenty of supplies to continue for a long time! We have completed 460 quilts 
since we have been here! 
 

With that success rate, our group voted to make a change to show our appreciation to your 
congregation. With Pastor Spies’ permission, we have changed our name to “Memorial  
Lutheran Quilters”. Please feel free to visit us any Wednesday morning from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. We may even put you to work!  Jeanette Lammi 

 After Easter the “Lenten” Table will be replaced (not physically) with a “Spiritual Resources” 
table. On it you will find items that may be there for only a week, but others that will likely 
be there for a month. Please stop by and check it out, there just might be something there 
for you. These are all intended for home study. 

 The Wednesday Devotions will resume on April 20th with an emphasis on creation and Earth 
Day. After that, except for special days, lessons will be drawn from a book entitled Tough 
Questions, Honest Answers. The ultimate focus will be on ways to strengthen your faith. It 
will be preceded by an article from Living Lutheran that also talks about questioning and 
why being an ELCA member is good because it allows us to ask questions. 

 I am planning to conduct a Bible study on four Wednesdays in June. We will meet at 12:00, 
so bring your lunch. The topics will likely be taken from 1 John, but please let me know if 
you have a special request. 

 I am looking for a volunteer or two to help me with bagging up the “Soles for Jesus” shoes 
and getting them to my car. I will deliver them. 

 We may have some new items added to our collection area. More on that later. Please 
watch for further announcements. 

 Please don’t forget to make use of our library resources. 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION MAY-JUNE, 2022 
The Good News In Action Committee has been busy.  The first quarter mission was Shepherds 
College and our Change for Change container helped with matching funds from the Endowment 
Committee to give them $1100 for their excellent program in helping physically and mentally 
challenged young people to learn to take care of themselves, to learn skills to help them in a 
meaningful job and build great camaraderie with friends. 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION MAY-JUNE, 2022 

MAY AND JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
MAY BIRTHDAYS 
7 Jennifer Hiller 
9 Andrew Hogaj 
11 Kim Booth 
15   Dona Mortara 
16  Carole Underkofler 
19 Bret DuBois 
28   Susan Moeser 
29   Martha Schoettl 

 
 
  MAY ANNIVERSARY 
  28th - Bob & Ruth Meilander       50 years 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
1 Robert Siegel      
2 Dawn Earle      
3 Laura Mortara      
3 Aaron Moeser      
12 Gary Hiller    

13 Marian Meyer    
16 Bryan Hiller    
22 Jeff Meilander   
24 Rebecca Jeske   
29 Michael Dobbe  
29 Donna DuBois   
30 Kyle Fraser   
30 Bruce Fraser   

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES  
9th - Rev. Lester and Barbara Spies   32  years                      
20th - Paul & Kathy Mehlenbeck        52 years 
14th - Robert & Connie Rudolph        41 years           
25th - Carole & Rudy Underkofler      56 years           
17th - Jim & Kathy Cormany                44 years           

Secondly, with the people in the Ukraine suffering the problems by being attacked by Russia we 
gave $1,000 through the Evangelical Church in America to help out those who are so much in need 
through the Eastern Europe Crisis Response. We all know the suffering that is going on there 
through the past two months! 
 

Our second quarter Mission is the Guest House located just off of 13th and McKinley in Milwaukee. 
We helped them about three years ago. They are in need of underwear, socks, clothing, food and 
help in getting jobs and help with some mental problems which some of them have. This is a great 
group to help.   Further info will be coming up in the coming weeks. 
 

We also helped students at the Hampton Avenue school located just off of Hampton and 50th 
street.  These are 35 4th and 5th graders who participated in a dance contest in the Panther Arena 
downtown on Thursday, April 21st.   These students have practiced for about three months on 
dance routines and competed with other schools in MPS.   Our church helped to provide suitable 
clothing for the event.   The camaraderie built up, the good feelings of learning something worth-
while, putting forth a lot of work in which they can be proud,  also works to made the students 
work harder in school.   It is just great fun to watch this by the parents, grandparents and the  
public, too. 
 

And, coming up is something Memorial has done for decades with Hephatha and Reformation  
Lutheran churches in Milwaukee. That is the Summer Work Programs for young people ages 9 to 16 
to earn money in the summer. They clean up empty lots, clean streets in their neighborhoods, cut 
lawns and plant flowers at homes where those living there are not able to do this. They also visit 
homes of those who cannot get out easily. Younger ones learn how to make cookies for the sick and 
elderly, too. It has been a wonderful program that both churches have been involved in for close to 
35 years! You will hear more about this program in the coming weeks.   
 

We will continue to provide casseroles for the first Sunday of the month for the St. Vincent de Paul 
meal program located on 10th and Madison. We have been involved here, also, for over 35 years.   

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 
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Worship 
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 MAY 
 Sun.   5/1     9:00  Worship Service with Holy Communion 
       2:00  Celebration of Music and Ministry  
 Sun.    5/8  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
          Mother’s Day  
 Sun.    5/15  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.    5/22  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.     5/29  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 JUNE 
 Sun.      6/5  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
           Day of Pentecost  
 Sun.    6/12  9:00   Worship Service 
           The Holy Trinity 
 Sun.    6/19  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
           Father’s Day 
 Sun.    6/26  9:00    Worship with Holy Communion 

 

*Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning from 9-11:30. 


