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At our annual meeting in January, you honored me by extending a regular pastoral call at the   
conclusion of my three-year term call.  I am so grateful for your kindness and support.  It has been 
such an incredible privilege to work together with you in our mission to proclaim the gospel of  
Jesus Christ.  And I am eager to continue that passionate service in the time to come.  I know that 
we still have many challenges.  But I am confident that together, and with God’s help, we will 
meet the challenges successfully. 
 
Life has been very busy since that meeting, and there are some things that the congregational 

this newly defined ministry.  I have been in conversation with the synod leadership and with the 
church council.  And we will be looking for a way to mark this change in some special manner.  I 
am sorry that I do not have any specific details at this time.  Please look for more announcements 
through our weekly emails and worship announcements on Sunday mornings for any confirmed 
plans that might be made.  I would anticipate an announcement coming by the end of March with 
greater details. 
 
Lent is just around the corner.  Officially it begins on Ash Wednesday, and this year that is remem-
bered on Wednesday, March 2.  Please look in other parts of our newsletter for details regarding 
our worship service opportunities to help us mark the special days in the Lenten season including 
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.  If you need devotional resources, please  
visit our Lenten table at Memorial.  I will also be sending website links through my weekly emails 
with additional resources for you to enjoy.   
 
Beginning on Thursday, March 3, my wife and I will be taking some time to go to California to visit 
the graveside of my mother-in-law and father-in-law.  As many of you know, my mother-in-law 
died last November.  We have not had an opportunity yet to visit her graveside since her burial.  
So, during my wife’s spring break at Cardinal Stritch, we will be making that a priority.  After that,  
I will be spending some time engaged in some Continuing Education in Santa Barbara.  I am     
looking forward to this time.  And I hope to use that time to think really far in advance as I plan   
to do some reflection on the season of Advent.  I look forward to sharing some of results of my 
time with you later this year.  I will not be in worship on Sunday, March 6.  Deacon Dennis Schultz 
has gracious agreed to preach and provide worship leadership on that day.  We will not have Holy 
Communion celebrated on March 6.  However, I look forward to being with you again on Sunday, 
March 13. 
 
During Lent we will also have some special Bible Study opportunities following worship through-
out all of March and early April.  I believe that details will be provided by Deacon Schultz in his  
article. 



PASTOR’S PAGE, CONTINUED 

3 | MARCH/APRIL Good News at Memorial 

The Big Day over the next couple of months is, of course, Easter Sunday.  This year that is      
celebrated on Sunday, April 17.  I know that we will have a wonderful celebration that day.  
Some plans are in the works to include an extended time of festivity after the worship hour is 
over.  Again, please look for more details in the weeks to come.  But, in the meantime, plan to 
make worship and post-worship a priority at Memorial this year on Easter Sunday.  It will be a 
great day of celebration! 
 
In January and February, we offered an online worship option for those unable to be at        
worship for whatever reason.  We will not be offering that option starting in March.  We did  
average about 18 views each week, which is wonderful.  But, with other responsibilities and, 
hopefully, some improvements in the weather, we will be redirecting our worship planning on 
our face-to-face services exclusively over the next few months.  As always, we will re-examine 
that plan given current realities.  And, because the option was so well received this past year, 
we anticipate providing a similar January and February option next year.  Thanks, as always, for 
your support and feedback as we work to improve our worship resources for our member and 
friends in these challenging times. 
 
I hope you have a blessed and holy Lenten season, and may your Easter celebration be a     
wonderful reminder to all of the amazing gifts that have been showered upon us by our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Lester Spies 

Marlene Kapustanczek Continues Study of St. Matthew in 2022 
 
The dates for the next studies are listed below: 
 
March 20 
April 24 
 
In January, we finished the discussion of the Sermon on the Mount from St. Matthew, chapter 
5.  As the months progress, we will move into chapter 6 and beyond.  You do not need to have 
been present for previous studies to join Marlene.  There is no required homework either!  You 
are welcome to join whenever you are available. Looking forward to seeing you there! 

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES DURING LENT 
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This year we will not be having our traditional 
midweek meal and worship service.  We are 
very hopeful to bring that back in 2023.   
However, we will be hosting special worship 
services for Ash Wednesday, Maundy  
Thursday, and Good Friday this year.   
 

The Ash Wednesday   
service will take place on 
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 
at noon.  It will be a face-to-
face service at Memorial in 
the sanctuary.  Although we 
will not have the imposition 
of ashes this year, we 

have Holy Communion.  I hope that you are 
able to join us as we start the Lenten season 
with our remembrance of Ash Wednesday. 

 
The Maundy Thursday ser-
vice will take place on 
Thursday, April 14, 2022, 
at noon.  It will be a face-
to-face service at Memori-
al in the sanctuary.  It will 
include Holy Communion. 

 
The Good Friday service 
will take place on Friday, 
April 15, 2022, at noon.  It 
will also be a face-to-face 
service at Memorial in the 
sanctuary.  This service 
will include the reading of 
the Passion story from John and will feature 
some time of meditation and hymn singing.   
It will not include Holy Communion. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about 

these special services during the Lenten  

season, please contact Pastor Spies. 

A heading of Notes from Deacon Dennis is pretty boring so I thought I could use Mr. Rogers as an 
inspiration. From now on my thoughts in our newsletter, Memorial is my Neighborhood. The news 
is from and for my neighbors at Memorial. 
 

We are fast approaching the season of Lent. I’m sure that Pastor Spies has informed everyone 
about the plans for worship for the Lent in his portion of the newsletter. Below I will provide a few 
ideas on how you can personally or with family, add to your consideration of what this season 
means. Some denominations do not really consider or acknowledge the season. They might make 
a big deal out of Holy Week, but that is too little and too late. The various Sunday Lectionary texts 
give us a great deal to consider about Jesus’ journey to the cross and his ultimate resurrection. 
There are many other resources available as well. 
 

As you enter or leave the sanctuary please take time to stop at the Lenten Table. There are several 
items for you to take home with you and use. Please check more than once since items might be  
 

DEACON DENNIS’ NEIGHBORHOOD 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 The minutes from the previous annual meeting held February 21, 2021, were approved 
and the annual reports from staff and committees were accepted. 

 The 2022 budget produced by the Finance Committee, was approved without questions or 
discussion. 

 The proposal to change the constitution and by-laws regarding Council membership  
   proposed at the annual meeting in 2021 was approved.  This allows more flexibility in  
   voting membership of the Council in that there may be six to nine members, which can     
   reflect the size of the congregation, and members of the Endowment Committee may al 
   so serve on the Council.  Previously the Council was to consist of nine members. 
 The congregation voted to allow borrowing up to $25,000 to repair the heating/cooling 

system. Though it is not anticipated that the work will begin within the next few months, 
we will be prepared when the need arises. 

 The new members were elected to serve three-year terms on the Council.  We welcomed 
Cathy Zacher, Jana Jones, and Jenni Caesar. 

 The congregation voted unanimously to call Reverend Lester Spies to a Settled or open- 
ended call as opposed to a term call.  This means he may stay until he decides to leave or 
retire and the congregation may only end his call for cause. 

 Out-going Council President, Barb Carroll, thanked Judy Schulz and Sue Beese for their ser-
vice on Council, as well as the entire Council for all their hard work and support. She also 
thanked Pastor Spies, Deacon Dennis, Fred Bach, Nicolle, and Jasmin for the extra effort, 
flexibility, and creativity over the past two years. 

 As many health care experts are cautiously optimistic that the Covid-19 pandemic is over 
the hump, we plan to seek more opportunities for fellowship activities.  Though nothing is 
planned as yet, watch for announcements for future events. 

5 |  MARCH/APRIL Good News at Memorial 

added that were not there the previous week. For example, the Reconciliation Stones that 
were on the baptismal font on February 20th are now on the Lenten Table with an explanation. 
Please take one or even two if you need to.  
 

In addition to the devotional material there now you can get an additional devotion from Wart-
burg Seminary. You will need to do so online at communication@wartburgseminary.edu. It will 
come daily.  
 

The ELCA theme for this Lent is HUNGER. I will be e-mailing a study each Wednesday based on 
the theme Hungering for Justice – Luther and the Economy. Each study will include background, 
thoughts, and questions that will then be used on the following Sunday for discussion. Please 
read these over, AND please come for discussion on Sunday.  Pastor Spies and I will alternate in 
leading the discussions. 
 

During the past month or so I have been adding some items to the Intercessory Prayers each 
week to highlight some current issue. During Lent I will likely do more. If you have ideas and 
would like to join me in this endeavor, please let me know. I will forward the necessary back-
ground in time for you to make your contribution. 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 

 

The Cross Roads Meal took place on February 6th. A big thank you to the won-

derful nine women who made 17 casseroles which were passed out at the door 

of the facility on 10th and Madison between 5pm and 7pm. I know that they 

were much appreciated! 
 

 
Thank you note from Pastor Mary Martha Kannass at Hephatha  

Lutheran Church on 18th and Locust. 

 

Dear Memorial Lutheran Church Mission Partners,   

 

THANK YOU for ALL the tremendous mission partner support you 

share with us and for your prayers and love in Christ!!!!    Thank 

you for the huge Christmas boxes of food for our families and for 

the love and care you put into preparing and delivering 

them!   What a special blessing for us!!! 

 

You have stood with us in ministry for a long time and you stayed standing with us in this pan-

demic time and we will always thank God for you. 

 

Please know that the hardship of the pandemic made your giving to our ministry even more 

deeply appreciated.  The relief and encouragement of such giving is a blessing, as are you, and 

we thank you for this Gospel impact, a reminder that God cares.   

 

We are currently seeing growth in our Strong Baby Sanctuary, with January's ZOOOM session 

and the following distribution covering some 140 children and allowing sharing of over $5,000 

worth of diapers, wipes, supplies, resources...all in safe mode.   

 

The Milwaukee Health Department is bringing lead free kits to us for our distribution in the  

community to grow and kingdom value of lead-free children, a Gospel work that you are part  

of with us. 

 

THANK YOU, in the name of Jesus, THANK YOU!    God's peace to you! 

                                                                                                                                   Pastor Mary Martha 

 
 

mailto:communication@wartburgseminary.edu
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION, CONTINUED 

MARCH AND APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
1 Barb Carroll 
1 Diane Fox 
2 Bernice Christman 
2 Pat Schuette 
20 Hannah Schuette 
26  Matthew Dobbe  
28  Pastor Spies 
30 Gabbie Elliott 
 
 

 
MARCH ANNIVERSARY 
23rd - Jerome & Julia Stein     66 years 
 

 
 

 

 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
2 Nick Rudolph 
8 Joel D'Amato 
10 Jean Hoffmann 
16 Lorie Ackermann 
17  Samantha Steiner 
22 Barb Althoen 
22  Jenni Ceasar 
24  Robert Rudolph 
27  Ruth Meilander 
29  Paul Mehlenbeck 

 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES  
21st  -    Ronald & Meredith Searles   32 years 
30th -  Robert & Kathi Siegel 39 years 
 

QUARTERLY MISSION  
Our new quarterly mission for January, February and 
March of 2022 will be SHEPHARDS COLLEGE located in 
Union Grove, Wisconsin. This special college offers 
uniquely designed learning environments for its students 
who have intellectual and developmental disabilities. As 
the Students continue, the college offers job, social and 
living skills training along with specialized occupational 
training in the areas of culinary arts, horticultural and 
technology on a residential campus.  

Define Your Dream 
“After graduation, I want to start my own business. I want to have a farm with a greenhouse,  
a wedding barn, and a cafe.” 
—Josiah, Culinary Arts alumnus, Class of 2020 

The Lammi Family was recently received as members of Memorial and we graciously welcome 
them into our congregation.  Alan and Jeanette were previously members at Abiding Savior. 

WELCOME LAMMI FAMILY! 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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 MARCH 
 Wed. 3/2    12:00  Ash Wednesday Service 
 Sun.   3/6  9:00  Worship  Service 
 Sun.   3/13  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.   3/20  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.    3/27 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

 

 APRIL 
 Sun.     4/3  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.   4/10  9:00   Palm Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 
 Thur. 4/14  12:00   Maundy Thursday Service 
 Fri. 4/15  12:00   Good Friday Service 
 Sun.   4/17  9:00   Easter Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.   4/24  9:00    Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 
*Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning from 9-11:30. 


