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Grace to you and peace from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

I am looking forward to 2022!  I am fairly certain that I said the same thing about 2021 after a  
difficult 2020.  But it turns out that 2021 was pretty tough in its own ways.  I am hoping for a  
better 2022. 
 

One of the things that I plan to do in our ministry in 2022 is to start to reclaim some of the parts  
of our worship service that I enjoy most but we took out in response to some of the guidelines  
and recommendations from synod leadership and others regarding best practices for worship in 
light of the COVID information that was available to us at the time.  One thing that was recom-
mended was that we limit or eliminate all singing in enclosed spaces.  We decided to limit instead 
of eliminate, and we made the choice to focus our singing around hymns instead of the liturgy.  
That was probably the toughest choice that I was a part of in my 30 plus years of ordained ministry.  
As we have more information and experiences as a worshipping community to know our own 
unique situation better, I believe that it would be appropriate for us to add the sung liturgy into 
our service and return to the inclusion of all three hymns that had, for so long, been a part of our 
Sunday morning worship.  We will do that starting in January of 2022.  Of course, as with anything, 
we will make adjustments if our experiences teach us that we should.  However, I am hopeful that 
we will be able to return to some of those old patterns for the entirety of the new year.  We will 
continue to receive Holy Communion from our seats and share the peace with one another from 
our seats, at least as we start the new year.  So, unfortunately, not everything will be returning to 
normal just yet.   
 

I also know that January and February can be really tricky months in Wisconsin, especially in  
relationship to the weather.  Therefore, we have decided to include a YouTube worship service  
option for those two months (and only for January and February) for our members and friends.  
We will still be offering face-to-face worship each Sunday in our sanctuary at 9:00 a.m.  That will 
not change.  This will just become another option in case it is too cold or too snowy for you where 
you live and you cannot make it into church on any particular week.  I will be forwarding a link in 
my weekly email that will be available on Sunday mornings.  This online option will begin on  
Sunday, January 9, and go through Sunday, February 27.  I will be on vacation during the last  
week of December.  So, I will not be able to have an online service ready for Sunday, January 2.  
I will be at worship in our sanctuary on Sunday, January 2 for our face-to-face service.  Thanks for 
your understanding regarding that.  If you watched our YouTube services that I prepared during  
our time in isolation last year, please note that the services will be similar to those.  I plan to  
feature readings, prayers, a sermon, and some musical offerings (although I am still working on  
the details).  But this online option will not include Holy Communion (just as it did not have that  
in the past). 
 

Deacon Dennis Schultz, at the time of the writing of this article, continues to recover from a recent 
illness but is still not quite himself.  We are looking forward to a return to normalcy for him as well, 
including the offering of some educational options for us to enjoy in the new year that come from 
Deacon Schultz and from me.  If we do offer any such studies prior to March, I will let you know in 
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other communication methods.  For now, the plan would be to wait until Lent for such  
opportunities and to focus our time in January and February on things like the call process,  
the annual meeting in January, the YouTube service option, and making plans for Lent which 
starts in March.  That should keep us all pretty busy.  As noted in another part of the newsletter, 
Marlene Kapustanczek will continue to offer her monthly study surrounding the Gospel accord-
ing to St. Matthew.  I am grateful for her ministry and for that opportunity to continue to focus 
on God’s word. 
 

Finally, I just wanted to add what an incredible privilege it has been to serve with you on a full-
time basis over the last three years (and on the part-time basis during the previous two years).  
Time goes quickly.  I am optimistic that I will have the opportunity to work with you for many 
years to come.  I appreciate the support from the church council and call committee as we have 
been working through the required process as outlined by the synod leadership.  I know that the 
formal vote will take place during our regularly scheduled annual meeting in January.  And, as 
already noted, I hope this process ends with more years of service at Memorial.  But whatever 
happens, please know that my family and I have been extremely grateful to all of you and for all 
of you during some very difficult times in our world, in our country, and in our family –  
especially through the recent death of so many loved ones in 2021.  Thank you for your prayers, 
your support, and your presence.  It has been such an honor to be at a place where the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is lived as well as spoken. 
 

I hope you have a wonderful 2022 and that you are blessed in the same way that you have been 
such a blessing to so many others. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lester Spies 

Marlene Kapustanczek Continues Study of St. Matthew in 2022 
 

We are pleased that Marlene Kapustanczek has agreed to continue a look into Matthew’s Gospel 
in our new year that she began this past fall.  The dates for the next studies are listed below: 
 

January 16 
February 20 
March 20 
April 24 
 

The next time that they get together in January, they will be finishing the discussion of the  
Sermon on the Mount from St. Matthew, chapter 5.  If time allows, and as the months progress, 
they will move into chapter 6 and beyond.  You do not need to have been present for previous 
studies to join Marlene.  There is no required homework either!  You are welcome to join  
whenever you are available. 

CHRIST TEMPLE 

4 | JAN/FEB Good News at Memorial 

Relationship with Christ Temple Continues into 2022 
 

For those who may be unaware, in June of 2021 we began a partnership with Christ Temple, a    
local worshipping community.  They make use of our sanctuary on Sunday mornings following our 
worship service, and they use our Choir Room and/or Fellowship Hall on some Wednesdays during 
the year.  Pastor Lee, who provides leadership for that congregation, has a desk in our Counting 
Room that he makes use of from time to time during the week as well.  Memorial had a similar  
arrangement with a group called Andrew Chapel several years ago.  When Andrew Chapel            
disbanded, we no longer had someone else using our space on a regular basis.  After the closure 
of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church in 2021, the members from that congregation and the minis-
tries that were a part of their congregational life started to find new places to call home for       
worship and ministry.  Christ Temple had previously been in a relationship with Abiding Savior,  
and the leadership at Memorial was happy to see if we could provide a space for them to  
continue sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  They give us a generous gift each month in  
exchange for the use of the space.  And we have enjoyed our partnership with them for the last 
few months. 
 

As we started to look at 2022 and our anticipated ministries, we began making plans for how  
our space might be used in the new year.  As part of that planning, leadership from Christ Temple 
and Memorial had conversations regarding continuing that relationship.  I am pleased to say that 
through those conversations we have decided to maintain those relationships for the foreseeable 
future.  It has been a blessing for me to work with Pastor Lee, and I am excited that our beautiful 
sanctuary has another worshipping community that gets to enjoy hearing the Good News pro-
claimed in word and deed in it. 
 

As with any new relationship that we might start in life and in ministry, we did learn a few lessons 
and raised a few questions through the limited six months of experience that we shared with one 
another in 2021.  I am sure that we will continue to discover new questions and learn a few more 
lessons in 2022.  One lesson that we learned is that the transition from our worship time to their 
worship time generally works really well.  However, when it does not work, that has made for 
some challenges for Christ Temple.  For example, Pastor Lee usually comes at about 10:30 a.m.   
on Sunday mornings to get ready for worship, and his congregational members usually start        
arriving for their ministries at about 11:00 a.m.  Although it is rare that we have any activities in 
the Fellowship Hall or sanctuary beyond 11:00 a.m., when we do have such activities that has 
made it a little more challenging for the worshippers of Christ Temple to prepare for their worship 
of God.  So, we will be working to clear the Fellowship Hall by 10:50 each Sunday morning in 2022 
to make that transition go more smoothly.  If we need to finish a gathering beyond that point, we 
will coordinate with Christ Temple well in advance so that they could plan accordingly.  And, where 
possible, we can move any gatherings that have not finished prior to 10:50 on Sunday mornings 
into another open space (like the Choir Room).  I am certain that we can make this happen since 
we rarely had any issues with that scheduling this past year.  However, I am going to need your 
help in making sure that our transition between worship times goes as smoothly as possible.      
Related to that, please feel free to leave all doors unlocked after our worship service has ended.  
Pastor Lee and I will make sure that the sanctuary is closed and locked appropriately before we 
leave.  If you do notice that a door is locked and that a member of Christ Temple is trying to come 
into the building, please feel free to open the door for them and greet them with a warm  
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word of welcome.  Then feel free to come find Pastor Lee or me, and we will be happy to make 
sure that the doors are properly unlocked so that Pastor Lee’s congregation can easily make 
their way into our building.  If anyone does come into the building and asks you questions that 
you can answer, like where the pastor’s office might be or where restrooms are located, please 
feel free to help them in whatever way you can.  Sometimes we pastors might be involved in 
other conversations at the time.  Right before and after worship can be busier than usual times.  
So, any help that you can provide during our time of transition between worshipping communi-
ties would be greatly appreciated.  As I hear of other concerns or other small things that we can 
do to help as we continue to learn to work together, I will share that information with you.   
I think if we continue to practice kindness to our guests, that should cover most concerns. 
 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  And, if you ever have a moment to  
introduce yourself to Pastor Lee, I encourage you to take that time.  He loves meeting members 
of our congregation and learning more about us as he shares more about himself and his  
ministry.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Pastor Lester Spies 

 The Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 30.  Please plan on attending if at all possible 
because in addition to approving the annual budget and voting on new council members, 
we will have the opportunity and responsibility of voting on the pastoral call. 

 

 The council has agreed to reduce the monthly fee paid by Christ Chapel for use of the facili-
ties. It is expected that this will be a temporary reduction until they can recover from the 
loss of collections caused by the COVID 19 pandemic. 

 

 The church owns a very valuable set of hand bells, along with pads, tables and even music. 
Since we are no longer using them, our music director Fred Bach, has suggested advertising 
them for sale in various synod publications.   

 

 We are continuing to be vigilant regarding COVID 19 recommendations and restrictions in 
order to keep our Memorial Family safe and healthy.  Please see a doctor if you develop any 
symptoms of COVID and pray for an end to this pandemic. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING 
The date for the 2022 annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 30.  It will take place  
following the worship service.  That should be at roughly 9:50 a.m.  
 

At that meeting we will be doing the following:  receiving reports, approving the 2022 budget, 
electing church council members, voting on the possibility of borrowing up to $25,000 for the 
replacement of the cooling systems in our sanctuary and fellowship hall, and voting to call     
Pastor Lester Spies on a permanent basis.  The current letter of call was for a three-year term 
call which will be completed on January 31, 2022.  
 

Printed reports with greater details regarding each item above will be available for pick up at 
least one week prior to the annual meeting date. In the meantime, if you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to contact one of our church council members or Pastor Spies. 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 

As of this writing, the change for change bucket has provided $283 
for the Veterans of Racine, Small Houses project. Our  donations 
are always matched by the endowment committee!  We have a 
bulletin board on this in Bruemmer Hall. This amount is always 
matched by the endowment committee.  The Quilt Ladies headed 
up by Jeanette Lammi provided them with over 40 quilts this past 
fall and another 40 plus quilts to the MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary on 24th and Center in Milwaukee along with over 25 to 
Hephatha Lutheran church on 18th and Locust. What wonderful 
giving! 

 
Our new quarterly mission for January, February and March of 2021 will 
be SHEPHERDS COLLEGE located in Union Grove, Wisconsin.  This special 
college offers uniquely designed learning environments for its students 
who have intellectual and developmental disabilities.  As the Students 
continue, the college offers job , social and living skills training along 
with specialized occupational training in the areas of culinary arts,      
horticultural and technology on a residential campus.  We will have a 
special speaker on Sunday, January 9th who will elaborate on the        
program in more detail to help us understand better their mission! 

 
Memorial has been involved for over 40 years in the Christmas Basket program.  
On December 21st Memorial delivered ten baskets to inner city families in the 
Hephatha Lutheran Church neighborhood.  Each “basket” consists of 4 boxers    
of perishable and non-perishable food!  Thank you to those of you who have  
donated to this worthy cause and to those who helped to deliver the baskets.  
There will be a bulletin board display in   Bruemmer hall in January to further 
show more of this wonderful cause! 

 
After 19 months, Memorial became involved again with the St. Vincent   

de Paul nightly meal site located on 10th and Madison, otherwise known 

as the Crossroads site. Starting on  Sunday, November 7th we delivered 16 

casseroles to the site which then became the main food for the Styrofoam 

containers which were handed out at the door between 5-7 PM.  Our   

casseroles were the main part of the meal.  When the CDC allows, we will be able to go back 

to provide a complete meal of casserole, fruit and jello, veggies. bread and chocolate milk  

and serve the guests again in person at the site.  We WILL NOT SERVE ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 

2ND because the site will be closed for the New Year holiday.  We will serve again on Sunday, 

February 6th. 



7 | JAN/FEB Good News at Memorial 

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MEMORIAL! 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
10 - Char Hiller  
11 - Bill Geier 
13 - Sean Cramer  
16 - Karen Nowak 

23 - Debby Blaha  

24 - Sarah Dobbe  
26 - Andrew Pavlik 
31 - Judy Schulz 

 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
1/30 - Gary and Char Hiller    

  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1 - Cyndi Schulz 
3 - Nicolle Grassl 
8 - Bob Meilander 
9 - Connie Rudolph 
12 - Deacon Dennis Schultz 
15– Adela Ceasar 
17 - Florence Schuenemann  
17 - Herb Marx 
18 - Rick Nowak 
20 - Jerome Stein 
21– Diane Marx 
21 - Phyllis Mittelstadt 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES  
  2/9 - John & Deborah Blaha                    
2/28 - Brian & Janell Rice     
2/29 - James & Diane Fox 
 

Steve Koenig brings back The Laughter Club! 

Laura Jeske holds up receipts for  

Christmas Food Baskets! 

The “invisible” Fred Bach playing the organ. 

Margo Pavlik and Jana Jones fill 

the display case with beautiful 

nativity scenes. 

Drawings by MLC members put 

together in a beautiful banner by 

Sue Biondich! 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

JANUARY 
Sun.   1/2  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun.   1/9  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun.   1/16 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun.    1/23 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun.   1/30 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 

 

 FEBRUARY 
 Sun.    2/6  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.  2/13  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.  2/20  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
 Sun.   2/27  9:00    Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 

*Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning from 9-11:30. 


