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“Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been ful-
filled among us, 2just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eye-
witnesses and servants of the word, 3I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from 
the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may 
know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.” (Luke 1:1-4) 
 

Advent (which starts this year on Sunday, November 28) is one of my favorite seasons in the 
church year.  But the season of Advent can deliver a few mixed messages and some confusing 
timelines.  Advent starts the church year, so in many ways Advent is all about new beginnings.  
As evidence of this, every year, with the start of Advent, I make a few new files in my computer 
for things like bulletins, inserts, readings and prayers for the week, etc.  It’s time for a fresh 
start, and that feels good.  But the themes of the beginning of the Advent season often ask us 
to reflect on the end of all time, when God will come to judge the living and the dead (as we 
confess in our creeds).  So, even as we are starting over, we look forward to the fulfillment of all 
time.  Our scripture readings force to us to think about things that may be way off in the future 
but certainly have a huge impact on what we say and do now in the present.  As I mentioned 
before, the timelines can be a little confusing, and the messages can feel kind of mixed up in 
this season.   
 

To help guide us in this new church year, we use the Gospel According to St. Luke as our primary 
resource for reflection.  Of course, other gospel writers and other portions of scripture will 
make their way into our worship over the next 12 months.  However, Luke will generally be our 
consistent companion in this year’s journey with Jesus and his word.   
 

My quote from scripture at the beginning of this article comes from the very beginning of 
Luke’s gospel.  And there is a curious name that is listed in that opening sentence.  That name   
is Theophilus.  Scholars are not exactly sure who Theophilus was.  Was he a new believer who 
wanted Luke to share more stories of Christ with him?  Was he a wealthy benefactor who     
contributed to Luke’s financial well-being?  Was he a mentor of Luke and therefore received 
recognition by the writer of this gospel as a kind of dedication to someone who taught Luke     
so much?  Or could it mean something entirely different?  No one is 100% sure. 
 

Theophilus literally means God (“theo”) friend or lover (“philus”).  Theophilus, then, can mean 
“friend of God,” “beloved of God,” or “one who loves God.”  In other words, Theophilus could 
means us – all of us, any of us, who believe in God and want to know more about who God is 
and how God acts in this world through Christ.  I like to think that the Gospel According to St. 
Luke was written for you and for me.  Maybe there was a real person named Theophilus who 
lived in the first century to whom Luke dedicates this gospel that will be the focus of our atten-
tion in this new church year.  If so, that’s fine.  But I know there are people today who need to 
hear the Good News of Jesus Christ in our world, including you and me.  And I like to think that  
these words that we hear and get inspired by in the course of this next year are words that are 
intended to be heard not just by one guy who lived 2000 years ago but by all of us living today. 
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Everyone is invited to participate in a special “study” that we are going to be doing in December. 
On Sunday, December 5, we will be gathering in the Fellowship Hall around the TV to watch Rick 
Steves’ European Christmas special.  Rick Steves has done numerous travel shows and books that 
have helped travelers make plans for their own adventures (or for people to enjoy seeing spaces 
that they would never get to see on their own).  Rick happens to be a member of a congregation 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  Pastor Spies and Deacon Schultz invite you 
to come and watch this hour-long program on Sunday, December 5.  Because of the length of the 
video, there will not be a lot of time for discussion on the 5th.  So, on Sunday, December 12, you 
are invited to stay after worship and share some of your own Christmas traditions (European or 
otherwise) with others who are able to stay for this conversation.  Even if you are not able to 
watch the video with us on the 5th, you are welcome to come, to listen, and to share your own  
favorite traditions with one another on the 12th.  We would plan to meet from 10:00 a.m. to 
about 10:45 a.m. on the 12th.  See you then! 
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May this be a joyful season for you and your loved ones.  May you find peace and happiness 
through and because of the gift of Jesus Christ.  And may you find hope and inspiration 
through the words of the gospel writer Luke who proclaimed Christ’s love and forgiveness for 
all people of the world in this and every age. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lester Spies 

To help mark the celebration of Christmas this year, we will gather for       

worship on Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24, at 3:30 p.m.  The plan is       

to include both Holy Communion and candlelight as part of the service.       

We will be monitoring COVID numbers and suggested restrictions as we  

get closer.  But we are hopeful that we can include candlelight as a part of 

the service.  Holy Communion should not be an issue given that it is already 

part of our worship practice, and we have been able to maintain that for 

some time.  We will keep you updated as we get closer. 
 

There will not be a Christmas Day service this year on Saturday, December 

25.  However, we will gather, as always, on Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m.  The 

service for Sunday, December 26, will be   a service of Lessons and Carols.  Old 

Testament and New Testament readings connected with the hope, promise, 

and celebration of the Christ child will be read, and hymns connected with the 

themes of those readings will be sung.  Holy Communion will not be celebrated on December 

26.  Pastor Spies will be on vacation that day.  But Deacon Schultz will be there to lead worship. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TRADITIONS “STUDY” 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GREATER MILWAUKEE SYNOD 
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A Message from the Greater Milwaukee Synod (GMS) Immigration and Refugee Task Force 
The following article is adopted from a posting on the GMS website that was published on          
October 14, 2021. 
 

Since the news has reached us about the evacuation of people from Afghanistan, many members 
of the Greater Milwaukee Synod have been asking the Immigration and Refugee Task Force how 
they can help the Evacuees from Afghanistan who are at Fort McCoy, and those who might        
eventually resettle in our area. 

• The most important thing you can do is to pray. Pray for those who have been evacuated, and 
their loved ones left behind. Pray for those working at Fort McCoy and other centers around the 
United States and around the world to help the evacuees during their transition. Pray for those 
who are processing paperwork to get the evacuees permanent legal residency so they can leave 
the forts and detention centers where they are currently located. Pray for those who are doing 
the work of welcoming Afghan Evacuees and other refugees into our  community. 

• Lutherans are engaged in the long welcome. The Long Welcome means that Lutheran            
Immigration and Refugee Services is advocating for long-term solutions for our Afghan           
allies. Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of Wisconsin has been resettling refugees in the Greater 
Milwaukee Synod for years, and will continue doing that for years to come. Because of your 
support, prayers, and donations, LSS is also committed to resettling Afghan Evacuees in our  
area. Volunteers and donations are needed, in any amount, from anyone who wishes to give. 
Please consider sharing the information from LSS with your congregation and networks. 

 

• Other agencies are working with the Afghans who are currently staying at Fort McCoy. We  
   encourage members of the Greater Milwaukee Synod who wish to support those efforts to do so. 
 

Thank you for your desire to help! Your compassion is how we show God’s love to those in great-
est need. 

For more (and the latest) information please feel to visit the synodical website for more details:  
https://milwaukeesynod.org/blog/2021/10/14/a-message-from-the-gms-immigration-and-
refugee-task-force/ 
 

Personal Update from Pastor Spies: 

I attended a Zoom meeting on the evening of Tuesday, October 19, that was hosted by the Bishop 
of the Greater Milwaukee Synod and a representative from Lutheran Social Services.  At that 
meeting, more details were shared.  However, there is still uncertainty regarding specific needs 
and numbers at this time.  If you are interested in learning more or helping to explore what you 
and/or Memorial Lutheran Church might be able to do to help Lutheran Social Services during 
this time as they work to respond to the Afghan Evacuees, I would be happy to have a conversa-
tion with you and see where you as an individual (or where we as a congregation) might consider 
helping in terms of responding to specific needs as they become available.  Things are changing 
daily.  So, by the time you get this newsletter we may have more information, or we may still be 
waiting to learn specifics for how we might respond.  Thank you for your patience and for your 
understanding. 

https://milwaukeesynod.org/blog/2021/10/14/a-message-from-the-gms-immigration-and-refugee-task-force/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/blog/2021/10/14/a-message-from-the-gms-immigration-and-refugee-task-force/


MT. MERU COFFEE 
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The Mt. Meru Coffee Project began in 1999, growing out 
of passion to empower the small independent Mt. Meru 
coffee farmers with both economic and social justice 
through fair prices for their coffee. Our global faith-
based relationship    developed out of the partnership 
between the Diocese of  Meru, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tanzania, and the Greater Milwaukee Synod, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church America.  
 

The women at right received coffee plants after attend-
ing the Tanzania Coffee Research Institute where they 
learned more sustainable farming methods.  

Mt. Meru Autumn Selection ‘21  

This limited selection from one of our new farmer groups has 
scored among highest ratings with professional taste testers.    
Naturally occurring flavors of dark chocolate, honey and citrus    
are created with the influence of coffee plant cultivar, soil,       
weather, and other environmental factors. Available in whole  
bean or drip grind for $18.95 while supplies last.  

Purchase of this or any of the fine Mt. Meru coffees helps to      
support the coffee growers of the Meru region of Tanzania.  

Again this year, the Mary Martha Circle is sponsoring the Mitten Tree.  
Hats, scarves, mittens, and slippers are being collected and will be given 
to those in need.  We need your help!  Let’s decorate the tree to over-
flowing!   Help keep a worthy person warm and dry this winter.  The tree 
will be up beginning on Sunday, November 7th.  

MITTEN TREE 

Marlene Kapustanczek has had a successful start to her monthly Bible Study offering on the    
Gospel According to St. Matthew this fall.  The study will continue throughout the year.  You      
do not need to have been a part of previous studies to come and join the group.  You are         
welcomed at any time.  The next two studies will be on Sunday, November 14 (second Sunday    
of November) and on Sunday, December 19 (third Sunday of December).  The group meets in  
the choir room starting at about 10:00 a.m.  All you need to bring is your Bible (we also have 
some at the church, if you forget), some paper/notebook, and a pen/pencil.  You can also bring 
your own beverage into the study.  We have water bottles in the refrigerator at the church that 
are available for your use as well.  Please see Marlene or Pastor Spies if you have any questions. 

BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW CONTINUES 

In the summer of 2020 the Grounds      
Committee made the difficult decision to 
stop mowing the south end of the church 
property. The risk of injury to the volunteers 
who mow or damage to expensive equip-
ment was too great due to the steep hillside 
and often muddy area close to Green Bay 
Road. The concern, of course, was that the 
hillside would become messy and unkempt.  

I chose to see this as an opportunity to do 
something positive for the environment.    
As Christians, we are called to be good  
stewards of the Earth. Bees, birds, and 
butterflies have been in decline in recent 
years due to the use of chemicals and the 
loss of habitat and food sources. I put my 
background in horticulture to good use by 
identifying native wildflowers which provide 
pollen and nectar, which are non-invasive 
and suitable to the location, and which can 
withstand a fair amount of neglect.  

In doing my research I was pleased to find 
that the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage 

District (MMSD) offers dozens of different 
native pollinator plants for sale in spring and 
fall for their Rain Gardens project. This pro-
ject encourages residents to plant more 
beneficial wildflowers and less grass, which 
helps to keep rainwater from over-taxing 
the storm sewers. I selected 8 different   
species from the fall sale and with planting 
help from members of the Fellowship   
Committee, we now have the start of a   
naturalized meadow. I plan to add more 
wildflowers from MMSD’s spring sale when 
they are available.  

Each plant has a marker which will              
later be replaced with a more      
permanent label. Watch for 
these beauties to begin       
filling in and blooming in 
an array of colors from 
white, yellow and          
orange, to pink, 
red, blue, and    
purple next summer. 
Barb Carroll  

A CHALLENGING SITUATION BECOMES A BLESSING  
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NOTES FROM DEACON DENNIS 

 MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY STUDIES 
 I have been forwarding two items during the week for your study and meditation – a Bible 

study on Monday and a Meditation on Wednesday. I began doing both when the Covid Pan-
demic kept us apart and not likely to be able do the things noted above. We have come a way 
from a total shutdown and have had and will have some sharing opportunities as we get closer 
to Advent. Therefore, I will not be doing two studies a week, but rather I plan to do a Bible 
Study for one week and a Wednesday Meditation the next week. EXCEPT during Advent, I 
hope to focus a four-session concentration on Luke and the beginnings of his gospel. It will 
likely come on Wednesday. I have some ideas for Epiphany, but please let me know if there is, 
anything you would like. 

 

 ADVENT SEASON 
 This year for the Advent season Pastor Spies and myself have tapped into a new resource for 

the season from a publisher known as Sanctified Art. The Advent theme is “Close to Home.”   
It has many resources including a devotional booklet. I think you will find the booklet a bit 
different, but also challenging. It includes poetry, artwork, and a hymn. One page each week 
asks you to write or draw something as you reflect on the theme for the week. As we move on 
through Advent, I ask that anyone who is willing to share their artwork, brief essay, or poem to 
please get it to me and I will share it with the congregation in some way. You will see some of 
the publisher’s artwork in the devotional and posted around. It would be great to find ways to 
learn about each other’s talents and share our faith. 

 

 During Advent I will be placing items on an “Advent Table.” Please check it out when the     
season comes.  I will provide more information as we get closer. 

 

 MONTHLY PAGE 
 I will be providing a monthly page of Prayer Ventures, beginning in November. They are short 

ideas for every day in the month that you can use or meditate on. They will be in the same 
place as our current devotional booklets and magazines. Please check them out. Also, anyone 
interested in helping write new intercessory prayers or revising what has been printed for us 
please see me. There are ways to write them to reflect current issues or local concerns. 

 

 LIBRARY 
 Please also make use of the library.  I will be adding a few children’s Christmas themed books 

for you to take and share with grandchildren.  Please do return them.  
 

 LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 As you may be aware, we will not have a service on Christmas Day, but will have a “Lessons 

and Carols” service on Sunday, December 26th. If you plan to be there and wish to read one of 
the lessons, please see me. There are seven and you will be able to choose which one you like 
unless you wait until there is only one left.   
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THE ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MEAL PROGRAM on 10th and Madison on the south side is open 

again after 18 months for us and various other church organizations. It WILL NOT  be the same  

as we have done since 1984 where we supply the main dish, a fruit jello dessert, chocolate milk 

and often other items. We will ONLY SUPPLY THE MAIN DISH WHICH IS THE RICE HAMBURGER 

CASSEROLE! The guests have been coming up now to get a box lunch between 5-7 PM on the 

regular days which are Sunday through Friday. They usually receive a sandwich, condiments    

and a dessert.  They are now asking all of the previous churches to provide the main dish for   

the box suppers. So, Buzz will be calling the previous casserole makers soon to let them know  

the changes and their willingness to participate as they have done previously. We will use the 

same pans in the kitchen as we have done before. On October 31st (the Sunday before the first 

Sunday in November which is November 7th) we will have rice out on the table along with the  

casserole recipe.    WE WILL NOT PROVIDE THE FRUIT JELLO SALAD, CHOCOLATE MILK OR ANY 

OTHER ITEMS THAN THE CASSEROLE.   WE WILL NOT BE SERVING THE MEAL IN LINE AS WE 

HAVE DONE BEFORE at the site.  The casseroles can be brought to church in the morning of    

November 7th or at 3:30 PM INTHE CHURCH PARKING LOT.  This is different  from our previous 

times to bring hot casseroles to the church because they are brought down to the church at    

3:45 PM so the food can be ready for the box lunches by 5 PM.  It is hoped that within a few 

months it can be brought back to the same way we have done in the past so we will keep you up 

to date on that!  Thanks, as always to all who have participated in this great outreach which we 

have been involved in since 1984!   Any questions, call Buzz Althoen  at 414-228-9647.  

 
CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM! Yes, Memorial is at it again.  We have been    

doing the Christmas Basket Program at Memorial over 4 decades. Except for   

last year where we only gave gift food cards, we have prepared ten baskets to 

give to ten families at Hephatha Lutheran church on 18th and Locust. Herb Marx 

who has headed up the project for many years has decided to retire at age 93 

and we thank him for his many years of service. Buzz Althoen and Laura Jeske 

will head up the program this year by buying all the non-perishable food and 

preparing the ten baskets.  We add perishable food at the last minute! Each “BASKET” actually 

consists of four boxes of food along with several other items which do not need to be boxed.  

The value of each is about $120.   We will begin buying the food to put in to the baskets later in 

November and placing them on about 8 tables in Bruemmer Hall as we have done in the past 

years.  If you would like to help contribute to this cause, please put your offering in the offering 

plate because we usually spend over $1,200.  The food will be delivered early during the week of 

December 19th. We will also need volunteer drivers to deliver the baskets.  Thank you so much 

for your help! 

 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION!    

8 | NOV/DEC Good News at Memorial 



QUILTS!  QUILTS!   QUILTS! 
On Sunday, October 10th 
every pew was covered by 
quilts made by the ladies 
who love quilt making and 
are busy on days during the 
week in Bruemmer Hall.  
On Saturday, October 16,   
over 40 beautiful quilts 

were taken down to Veteran Outreach of  
Wisconsin in Racine where  the little village of 
houses for veterans is located. These houses 
are small, about 250 sq. ft. The facility there  
also has a food pantry and  storage building 
where they can store needed items by veterans.    

 
On October 19, many (well over 40!) were  
delivered to Sister MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary on 24th and Center in Milwaukee.  
Please note photos on this below! The need  
in the 53206 zip code is tremendous and this 
has been a major place where Memorial has 
donated a great deal of non-perishable food  
and many other items needed by people in 
need!  Jeanette Lammi has been co-ordinating 
this wonderful endeavor with around a dozen 
other wonderful people who made the quilts!   
In November, look in Bruemmer Hall for a  
bulletin board display of this needed project! 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Holiday Craft Fair 
Date: Sunday, November 7 & 14 
Time: Before and after worship 
What’s for sale: Silent Auction, Handmade Crafts, “Uniques and          
Antiques” 
 

How can you help? Donations of ANY items from the above “What’s 
for sale” list would be most appreciated from any and ALL members of 
Memorial.  We would especially like a wide array of handmade crafts.  
PLEASE PUT A PRICE ON ALL DONATED ITEMS. 
 

This is an opportunity to get a jump start on your Christmas shopping.  Proceeds from the sale  
provide the Mary Martha Circle with opportunities to contribute to projects both within Memorial 
and outside of the Memorial community. 
 

A decision on the sale of bakery and chili will be made in the coming weeks. Stay tuned.  

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE CRAFT FAIR 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 We are entering a transitional phase at Memorial, as Pastor Spies’ three-year contract is 
coming to a close. The Council will be working with a Synod representative to discuss         
options for the future. It is our hope that this will be a smooth and easy process which      
will be to the benefit    of all, and that we can continue our worship journey together.  

 The Council had hoped to be able to sponsor a blood drive in fall, but we have learned that     
the lead time was such that it would bring us into the holiday season or possibly midwinter.   
We will revisit this in spring or summer. In the meantime, the need for blood is still great, so 
please consider contacting the Red Cross or the Blood Center of Wisconsin to donate if you    
are able.  

 The new office copier which was ordered has still not been delivered, due in part to the          
national supply chain interruption. Nicolle is doing a remarkable job with the copier on loan     
to us. We have still not received bids on replacing the air conditioning unit for the sanctuary. 
Once the bids are in and we have a firm grasp of the cost, we can start determining how to    
pay for the system. If all goes as planned, the new unit will be installed in spring.  

 Coffee hour will continue to be offered once a month until we feel confident that new cases     
of COVID have declined enough to allow us to resume having it weekly. We will continue to 
monitor this very closely to keep us all healthy and safe. 
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DON’T FORGET SCRIP FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS! 

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 - James Frank 
2 - Michael Rudolph 
3 - Frederick Hoffmann 
7 - Jana Jones 
9 - Henry ’Buzz’ Althoen     

9 - Elliott Moeser 

14 - Megan Seidl 
19 - Ruth Ann Wood 
25 - Sue Biondich 
 
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 14 - Peter & Ruth Ann Wood … 34 years 
 29 - Buzz & Barb Althoen … 63 years 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
12 - John Blaha 
12 - Chuck Carroll 
12 - Linda Marx 
12 - Julia Stein 
20 - Matthew Moeser 
22 - Michael Seidl 
27 - Shirley Pedriana 
30 - Susie Beese 
30 - Steve Koenig 
 

 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

   1– Chuck and Barb Carroll ... 31 years 
 24 - Bruce and Rose Fraser … 44 years 
 30 - Kevin and Lorie Ackermann  … 21 years 

Scrip Orders will be accepted the last Sunday of each month.   
 

What is SCRIP?  ShopWithScrip is a different kind of fundraiser—with the help of over 750 
brands, it turns your everyday shopping into earnings for Memorial.  That means it will help us to 
raise money without having to spend time selling products, asking for donations, or planning 
events.   
 

By paying for your purchases with gift cards, also known as scrip, you  
will earn money on your groceries, gas, dining out, home improvement 
projects, clothing, travel, and more.  How?  Every gift card has a rebate 
percentage on it, normally between 2% and 16%. That rebate comes  
directly to Memorial when a card is purchased at face value. It’s easy,  
it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy lifestyle.   
 

Scrip fundraising includes three simple steps: 
 

1.  Buy a gift card      2.  Earn a rebate     3.  Use the gift card 
 

There are Scrip order forms and envelopes located on the table in the Narthex and also on the 
desk outside of Nicolle’s office.  Turn the order form in on the last Sunday of each month in the 
collection plate or give the form to Laura Jeske.  Laura will place the orders and the gift cards will 
be available the following Sunday at church.  If you won’t be in church the next Sunday, please 
call Laura or Nicolle to make alternate arrangements for pick up or delivery.  Thank you very 
much for supporting this fundraiser for our church!  If you have any questions, please call Laura 
Jeske at 414-578-9561. 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

NOVEMBER 
Sun.     11/7 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        Holiday Craft Fair 
Sun.   11/14 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
        Holiday Craft Fair 
Sun.   11/21   9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Thur. 11/25    Happy Thanksgiving! 
Sun.   11/28 9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

DECEMBER 
Sun.    12/5 9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun.  12/12 9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun.  12/19 9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Fri.    12/24 3:30   Christmas Eve Worship 
Sat.   12/25     Merry Christmas! 
Sun.  12/26 9:00   Lessons and Carols Worship with 
         Holy Communion 

*Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning from 9-11:30. 


