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Most of us in Wisconsin, at some point during the weeks that this newsletter covers, start to think 
about when we might have to make the switch from air conditioning to heating.  But, as I write 
this article, we are still getting well into the 80s most afternoons, and switching to heating on our 
systems seems like a long time away.  And, because it is still so warm, this seems like the perfect 
time to update you regarding our cooling system at the church as we anticipate a need to update 
our system in the new year. 
 

Our church has multiple units that help heat and cool our building.  Different systems control 
different portions of the building.  And the different systems that we have (seven of them) were 
installed at different points in time over the years. 
 

If you have been in the sanctuary or fellowship hall at any point this summer, you may have no-
ticed that it felt a little warmer than you might like.  That is because we learned this summer that 
our cooling system in the sanctuary and our system in the fellowship hall (separate systems) 
stopped working.  Both of these systems were more than 35 years old.  And both had repairs that 
were completed in the past.  When we replaced the freon in the sanctuary system last year, we 
were told that it was only going to be temporary fix.  It turned out to be more temporary than we 
would have liked. 
 

We have had numerous contractors out to the church to look at our system and to offer us sugges-
tions to fix our problem.  And, although I do not have any bids at the time of writing this article, 
this is the consensus of what we are hearing.  We will need to install a new system in the sanctu-
ary and a new system in the fellowship hall.  The equipment for such an install isn’t even available 
at this time.  So, we would be looking to put the equipment in no earlier than the spring of 2022.  
Obviously, we need time to get bids, time to consider financing, and time to wait for the equip-
ment actually to become available.  We anticipate working through all of these things as part of 
the 2022 annual budgeting process and consider all of our options as part of our January 2022 an-
nual meeting.  However, I wanted to give you the information I know now so that you can be 
aware of what is going on and so that you may have time to ask questions and consider options. 
 

Although no formal bids have come in, I anticipate the total cost for this will be in the $45,000 to 
$60,000 range.  This range is based on the conversations that I have had with the contractors and 
not based on any formal, written recommendation.  I thought it best to share what I have been 
hearing rather than wait for the formal proposals.  Once those come in, the council will be consid-
ering all of the options, making a recommendation, and sharing that recommendation with you on 
a timely basis so that you have time to ask questions and consider the proposal as well. 
 

I am sorry to be the bearer of this bad news.  However, for the safety, health, and well-being of our 
building, its contents, and the people who come to serve and find inspiration in these amazing 
spaces, these replacements will need to be a priority in 2022.   
 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me and I would be happy to share 
more details with you.  And, if you would like to consider a special gift to help us address this in 
the new year, we do have a fund that is already established for special projects that you can do-
nate toward.   

continued on next page 
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I believe that fund currently has just over $10,000 thanks to your past commitments and  
generosity.  We would gladly add additional funds into that account should you feel called to 
donate toward this cause at any point between now and the completion of the project. Thank 
you for you attention to this important matter.  Here’s hoping for some cooler days in the near 
future. 
 

Pastor Lester Spies 

BIBLE STUDY THIS FALL 

Marlene Kapustanczek, a member of Memorial 
who just joined the congregation earlier this 
year, is offering a Bible study on the Gospel Ac-
cording to St. Matthew this fall.  The first study 
will take place on Sunday, September 19, fol-
lowing worship.  Participants will gather in the 
choir room.  The plan is to meet once a month 
on the 3rd Sunday of each month – September 
19, October 17, and November 21, starting at 

about 10:00 a.m.  All you need to bring is your 
Bible (we also have some at the church, if you 
forget), some paper/notebook, and a pen/
pencil.  You can also bring your own beverage 
into the study.  We have water bottles in the 
refrigerator at the church that are available for 
your use as well.  Please see Marlene or Pastor 
Spies if you have any questions. 

1. Qualified Charitable Distributions 
If you own an IRA and are over 70 1/2, you may consider a Qualified Charitable Distribution  
directly from the IRA to the Church (your IRA must send the funds directly to the Church & not to 
you).   Also, Qualified Charitable Distributions count against your Required Minimum Distribution 
and they are generally not treated as taxable income to you.   For example, if you are required to 
distribute $12,000 you could have a Qualified Charitable Distribution to memorial Lutheran 
Church for $5,000 and reduce the remaining Required Minimum Distribution to $7,000.   
 
2. Gift of Appreciated Securities 
When donating appreciated assets such as stock shares or Mutual Fund shares to a qualifying 
charity, the donor generally can claim a federal income tax deduction (up to IRS limits) equal to 
the full fair market value of the securities at the time of the gift. Because the appreciated assets 
are going to a qualified charity, the donor will not realize any capital gains at the time of the gift, 
therefore potentially avoiding capital gains taxes on the appreciation of these assets.  This benefit 
would apply if you itemize your deductions.   
 
Both methods could potentially allow you to contribute to the Church while reducing your income 
taxes.  The Church has a Brokerage account at Thrivent for these types of gifts. Contact Ron 
Searles or Jana Jones if you would like to discuss them further. 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 
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Our group in the back alley area where people stand in 
line to get food and other necessities. 

Jana Jones presents a $1,000 check from the Endowment 
Committee, along with a $100 check from a member of        

Memorial. 

MACCANON BROWN HOMELESS CENTER  
A small Memorial group had a personal tour of 
the MacCanon Brown Homeless Center this 
summer on 24th place and Center in Milwau-
kee.   The center is slowly becoming a good 
place where citizens in the 53206 zip code can 
obtain food and clothing along with other ne-
cessities for homeless people.  All summer, Me-
morial has been making contributions of food, 
clothing and other needed items.   Memorial 
contributed 5 window air conditioners, which 
were sorely needed.  All these things were gra-
ciously received by people who help at the fa-
cility on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  You will note 
some of these things in this newsletter’s pho-
tos.  Thank you, Memorial! 

 

 

Inside the facility on 24th Place and Center which is being 
renovated. 

SUMMER WORK PROGRAMS 
The summer work programs at both Hephatha and Reformation Lutheran Churches this summer 
were successful. Students met about 3 times a week and did such things as clean empty lots near 
the churches, writing letters to home bound members, making cookies for homebound, older stu-
dents getting a tour of   UW-M for a possible place to attend college, cleaning up the streets where 
young members live to make them look much better, working around their own church environ-
ment to make it look better with planting flowers, cutting and trimming the area and having good 
discussions according to age groups of things important to their growing up.  There were about 40 
students in each church involved.   Thank you, Memorial, for all of your help!!! 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION, CONTINUED 

QUARTERLY MISSION  
Our “Mission” this summer with our change 
for change container is to help provide fund-
ing for a relatively new group in the Milwau-
kee area to restore hope by empowering indi-
viduals and inspiring others to pay it forward 
and providing basic human necessities to 
those in need.   Every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Sunday evening their team takes to the street 
to distribute life sustaining needs to the most 
vulnerable population providing food, water, 
clothing, hygiene items, blankets and other 
necessities.  They also partner with churches, 
fire department and other vital organizations.   

Memorial is giving around $400 to this group 
in its Change for Change bucket located in the 
narthex.    Thank you Memorial! 
 

Our last “Mission” of the year, starting in     

September, is Veterans Outreach of Wisconsin.   

You  may have seen photos of the small        

houses in the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel of 

about 250-300 square feet in Racine with 

plans to build more on the northwestern part 

of Milwaukee County.  These are for veterans 

trying to get their lives back together.  As fall 

comes along you will hear more about this 

mission! 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

 As of this writing, collections for the school kits we are assembling as our project for God’s 
Work Our Hands Sunday on September 12 are going very well. Using the list of supplies from 
Lutheran World Relief, we are well on our way to providing 80 or more kits. What a generous 
congregation!  

 Council approved spending up to $5000 from the Special Projects account to replace the       
copier in the office which died after long and faithful service.  

 It was pointed out that we could provide one more handicap parking space at the front                
entrance just by repainting the lines. Council approved this plan.  

 Anyone who has attended services this summer is aware that the air conditioning in the      
sanctuary has not been working. The system for this space is 35 years old and can no longer    
be repaired so it must be replaced. A new system for the sanctuary is estimated to cost           
between $35,000 and $40,000. Since work can’t be done until next spring, we will take           
time to research our options.  

 After learning of the great need for blood, council decided to have a blood drive. We will      
contact the Blood Center of Wisconsin to see how this can be accomplished in our space.       
The goal is to have it in October or early November.  

 Being mindful of the rise in COVID cases, we are cautiously reinstating coffee hour once a 
month. Please understand that this could change as circumstances change.  

NOTES FROM DEACON DENNIS 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Holiday Craft Fair 
Date: Sunday, November 7 & 14 
Time: Before and after worship 
What’s for sale: Silent Auction, Handmade Crafts, “Uniques and Antiques” 
 

How can you help? Donations of ANY items from the above “What’s for sale” list would be most 
appreciated from any and ALL members of Memorial.  We would especially like a wide array of 
handmade crafts.  PLEASE PUT A PRICE ON ALL DONATED ITEMS. 
 

This is an opportunity to get a jump start on your Christmas shopping.  Proceeds from the sale  
provide the Mary Martha Circle with opportunities to contribute to projects both within Memorial 
and outside of the Memorial community. 
 

A decision on the sale of bakery and chili will be made in the coming weeks. Stay tuned.  

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE CRAFT FAIR 

• Remember that September 12th is God’s Work our Hands Sunday.  Please continue to bring 
 school supplies to help fill our bags. A separate list of items needed is included in this news-

letter. We will accept items for a short time after that date. 
 

• September and October are the months given over to the theme of “Caring for Creation.” I 
 will be following that theme for a few Wednesdays in my Wednesday Meditations. There will 
 also likely be a couple of handouts in the Sunday bulletin. We have all recently been made 
 aware that the earth’s climate crisis is more urgent than we even thought it was.  
 

• On October 3rd and 10th Pastor Spies and myself will be leading a study on Renewing,  
 Repairing, and Restoring Climate. We hope to have it in Bruemmer Hall with proper mask- 
 ing and distancing. It is based on four short meditations from ELCA and Episcopal bishops.  
 We would have used it last year, but it is just as relevant this year. Please plan to join us for  
 this important discussion. Creation began millions of years ago and is still ongoing. God does 

not rest, and “The Earth Can’t Wait.” 
 

• October 11-13 I will be attending the Greater Milwaukee Synod Leadership Conference 
 in Delevan. I will share any items I learn with all of you. Thank you to the congregation for the 

financial support I received to be able to attend.  
 

• Please take time to walk down the hallway where the library is. We have many resources  
 including inspirational books as well as many books of fiction. There is also a new Children’s 

Shelf. It is intended for those of you with grandchildren or other youngsters who you visit or 
who visit you. Please look the books over, take one, share it, and return it. There are not many 
now, but the number will soon be growing. They include some with a religious basis and some 
that are secular but for kids.  Many are new, and some have been “time tested.” 
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SCRIP 

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

1- Jennifer Meilander 

2- Meredith Searles 

3- Louis Beese  

6- Andrew Searles  

7- Paul Fraser   

14- Kathy Mehlenbeck  

17– Shirley Worth 

25- Rose Fraser  

26- Trent Cybela   

28– Barbara Spies  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  5– Pam Harris 
  8– Melissa Seidl   
  8– Ronald Searles 
12– Sandy Galioto 
16– Nicole Rice 
28– Cathy Zacher 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

  21 - Bob & Pat Schuette - 54 years 
  21 - Richard & Karen Nowak - 26 years 

Scrip Orders will be accepted the last Sunday of each month.   
 

What is SCRIP?  ShopWithScrip is a different kind of fundraiser—with the help of over 750 
brands, it turns your everyday shopping into earnings for Memorial.  That means it will help us to 
raise money without having to spend time selling products, asking for donations, or planning 
events.   
 

By paying for your purchases with gift cards, also known as scrip, you  
will earn money on your groceries, gas, dining out, home improvement 
projects, clothing, travel, and more.  How?  Every gift card has a rebate 
percentage on it, normally between 2% and 16%. That rebate comes  
directly to Memorial when a card is purchased at face value. It’s easy,  
it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy lifestyle.   
 

Scrip fundraising includes three simple steps: 
 

1.  Buy a gift card      2.  Earn a rebate     3.  Use the gift card 
 

There are Scrip order forms and envelopes located on the table in the Narthex and also on the 
desk outside of Nicolle’s office.  Turn the order form in on the last Sunday of each month in the 
collection plate or give the form to Laura Jeske.  Laura will place the orders and the gift cards will 
be available the following Sunday at church.  If you won’t be in church the next Sunday, please 
call Laura or Nicolle to make alternate arrangements for pick up or delivery.  Thank you very 
much for supporting this fundraiser for our church!  If you have any questions, please call Laura 
Jeske at 414-578-9561. 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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SEPTEMBER 
Sun, 9/5  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 9/12  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 9/19      9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 9/26  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 

 
OCTOBER 
Sun,  10/3   9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  10/10  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  10/17  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  10/24  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  10/31  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning 9-11:30. 


