
                                 In This Issue: 
                      Pastor’s Page            2 
                      Pastor’s Page cont./Mask Update     3 
                      Good News in Action         4 
                      GNIA cont. /Council Highlights      5 
                      Deacon Dennis Notes/Mt. Meru     6 
                      SCRIP, Birthdays & Anniversaries     7 
                      Calendar              8 
                       
 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

2 | JULY/AUGUST Good News at Memorial 

My wife and I had a wonderful vacation at the beginning of June.  We travelled to visit with our 
daughter, Michelle, in New Hampshire.  Along the way we made stops in Pennsylvania, New York, 
Massachusetts, Maine, and Vermont.  In fact, although I had been to the other states at least 
once in my past, this was my very first visit to the state of Vermont.  It was  beautiful.  While in 
Vermont we went to the home of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream.  I selected Buttered Pecan and Mint 
Chocolate Chip.  They were very tasty.   
 

Thirty-two years ago, we met on the campus of Penn State.  I was preaching as part of my  intern-
ship responsibilities.  She joined us for worship one Sunday morning in January.  And I am so glad 
that she did.  The rest, as they say, is history.  As part of our adventures on this  vacation, we 
stopped at the chapel where we met.  Some things about the building had changed, including 
some very dramatic changes.  But the chapel seemed to be close to the same way that we re-
membered it.  It was on Memorial Day that we arrived there.  So, the buildings were all closed.  
However, at least from the outside, there were a lot of things that looked familiar.  Unfortunately 
for us, the building that had housed my apartment and many of the Lutheran Campus Ministry 
activities (like a study lounge, meeting space, coffee house, and the like), had been torn down 
and replaced with more parking lot space.  Likewise, Luther House, the place where my wife lived 
in her final year as a student at Penn State, was also    demolished and replaced with parking 
spaces.  In that, there was sadness – in fact, a lot of sadness. 
 

I know that things change.  Sometimes, financially or otherwise, it makes sense to tear down 
spaces and make room for new priorities and possibilities.  But I think it also okay to take a      
moment to acknowledge the fact that something that is missing is missed and made a difference 
in our lives.  Yes, it is just a thing.  We still have the memories and the experiences those old  
spaces provided.  But I feel sad that others will not be able to experience those spaces that 
brought so much joy and inspiration to us.  Hopefully students have found those experiences      
in new spaces and with new people. 
 

I thought of this time when we returned to Memorial.  A few years ago, we hosted Andrew    
Chapel as they used our worship space later on Sunday mornings after we had completed our 
services and activities.  That relationship started before my service began at Memorial.  So, they 
were a part of what defined Memorial for me when I first begin my ministry here.  When they  
left some time ago, I missed them.  Their absence gave us greater flexibility in terms of using our 
space.  But there was also a sadness knowing that their ministry was over and their presence was 
no longer felt. 
 
However, I give thanks to God for the fact that God has now filled their absence with a new min-
istry.  A few weeks ago, Christ Temple, a group that is very similar to the ministry of         Andrew 
Chapel and a group that previous had met at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, came    to our 
church council to see if we would be willing to share our space once again – this time with them 
under a similar agreement as we had with the previous ministry.  Asking questions quickly led to 
a commitment on both of our parts to say yes to this new arrangement. 

continued on next page 
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Beginning on Sunday, July 18, 2021, wearing of masks in worship will be optional.  It is         
still recommended that you wear a mask indoors, especially if you are not vaccinated for 
COVID-19.  However, we will no longer require that as part of our gatherings.  Some other  
restrictions will remain in place.  For example, we will still spread out in the sanctuary 
in terms of our seating, we will not move from our seats during the sharing of the peace,    
we will continue to celebrate communion from our seat and not at the altar at this time,    
and we will limit our time in the sanctuary for the next few weeks.  As the numbers of cases 
for COVID continue to decrease in our area, and as the CDC recommendations for vaccinated 
individuals continue to be less restrictive, our council has decided to put these new recom-
mendations into effect starting July 18.  We encourage you to continue to be kind to one    
another in supporting individual choices regarding the wearing of masks.  And we certainly 
understand that some people may feel less comfortable at worship as a result of this 
change.  But we wanted to give you the information in advance and let you prepare for      
this new recommendation accordingly.  If any new data comes along to suggest greater       
restrictions will once again be necessary, we will, of course, consider that information and 
make appropriate adjustments.  If such changes are necessary, we will communicate that 
with you as soon as possible.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact church 
council members or Pastor Spies.  Thank you! 
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Christ Temple will be using our sanctuary space on Sundays from 11:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.    
In addition, they will make use of the Choir Room and/or the Fellowship Hall on some  
Wednesday evenings.  The plan currently is to continue this relationship until the end of this 
year with an understanding that we would likely extend that annually for some time to come.  
In exchange, they will be sharing a generous gift each month to help us cover the cost of their 
presence and help support our own ongoing ministries at Memorial.  I am looking forward to 
this new opportunity and to the joy of seeing even more work for the gospel alive and well in 
this space that has come to mean so much to me and my family. 
 

Life is constantly bringing changes.  Change can be hard on me.  But, sometimes, change is 
good and sometimes it can be the right thing at the right time.  I am looking forward to this 
new adventure with some wonderful people that I have had the privilege of getting to know 
over the last few weeks.  With our quilting groups, the anticipation of the breakfast group 
starting later this year, and now the addition of Christ Temple into our midst, it has been an  
exciting and busy year so far.  Our spaces and our monthly calendars are starting to look pretty 
full.  And I give thanks to God for all of this new activity.  Thanks for letting me be a part of this 
adventure with you.  It is good to be at a place where life and ministry continue to grow and 
change.   
 

Pastor Lester Spies 

IMPORTANT UPDATE REGARDING MASKS 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 
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SUMMER WORK PROGRAMS 
Thanks to all Memorial members for contrib-
uting again in our 26th year to the Summer 
Work Programs for 2021. Hephatha received 
$2695 from a total of 15 donors and Refor-
mation received $2220 from 14 donors.   Both 
churches are so thankful to Memorial for being 
so generous to these youth! Great job, mem-
bers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERENITY INNS 
We continue to serve food at Serenity Inns on 
28th and Brown on the 5th Tuesdays. During 
the virus, we took sub sandwiches and dessert 
for the 12 men there to eat. This happened this 
month on June 29th.  We hope to serve one of 
our our own meals again on August 31st as we 
did before the pandemic.   If you are interested 

in attending or helping in any way, contact Buzz 
Althoen. 
 
SUMMER HELP AT MLC 
Da'Mari Hardy, nephew of Jenni Caesar, has 
been hired by the Good News In Action Com-
mittee to do various outdoor jobs needed by 
the church. Jenni is presently his guardian be-
cause of  family difficulties in Da'Mari's fami-
ly.   You will see in the enclosed photo, he is 
painting the shed where the lawn mower and 
other things are kept.  The church council has 
approved this venture and is encouraging it for 
Da'mari this summer. 

QUARTERLY MISSION: STREET ANGELS 
Our present quarterly mission is STREET  
ANGELS.   We hope to have a representative 
from this group come to Memorial to speak  to 
us in the next six weeks. They need funding to 
deliver food and other needed items for home-
less people on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sun-
days.  These are delivered personally to this 
needy population. Our "change for change" ice 
cream bucket in the narthex is where you can 
contribute to this worthy cause! 
 
 

Da’Mari works hard painting the shed at Memorial.  

Kids participating in the Summer Work Program, 
cleaning the streets of their neighborhood and helping 
grow a garden! 
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GOOD NEWS IN ACTION, CONTINUED 

MACCANON BROWN HOMELESS SANCTUARY 
By the time you read this, members of  
Memorial will have had a personal tour of  
the MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary  
on 24th place and Center in Milwaukee's 
53206 zip code.   For the past several months, 
Memorial has been taking both perishable 
and non-perishable food there on Tuesdays 
between 10:30am and about 1pm.  This  
facility helps more people in the 53206  
neighborhood than any other group at the 
present time. We have also taken other things 
like kitchen items, blankets, bedding, shoes, 
etc.   Our tour took place on Saturday, June 

26th at 1pm.   We learned that people in the 
53206 neighborhood also need box window 
fans, formerly used window air conditioners, 
any and all kitchen ware such as hot plates, 
broilers, bedding, blankets, sheets, sleeping 
bags, etc.   If you have any of these to donate, 
please put them in the Buzz Box between    
the narthex and kitchen. Memorial members  
contributed $1,100 toward the kitchen at  
their facility which, should be put to very  
good use in the near future! The endowment  
committee voted to contribute this funding 
recently as another outreach activity for our 
church.    

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

• In May the council voted to share space with Christ Chapel, in a arrangement similar to the 
one we previously had with Andrew Chapel. At this writing, they have had their first service at 
Memorial. The congregation previously met at Abiding Savior and had a wonderful relation-
ship there; we anticipate the same.  

• Take a look at the shed on the south end of the church property. It has a fresh, new paint job 
thanks to Damari, Jenni Ceasar’s nephew, who painted it under Buzz Althoen’s supervision.  

• We are looking into changing our pest control company to a small family-owned business 
which can offer better prices and more targeted and effective pest control.  

• Beginning mid-July wearing masks during Sunday services will be optional for anyone who is 
fully-vaccinated. Masks may still be required in the building during the week under certain  
circumstances.  

• The Council is currently in the process of selecting a project for God’s Work Our Hands       
Sunday, which is September 12. Some ideas we are considering include supplies and non-
perishables for homeless Veterans, school supplies for children returning to in-person class-
rooms after a year of remote learning, socks and toiletries for our partner churches or other 
groups, or bottled water for local fire departments and EMTs. We will make our final decision 
at our next meeting.  

NOTES FROM DEACON DENNIS 
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LIBRARY 
I have noted that there seems to be a 
lack of people scanning over the 
books on our Free Library shelf.   

Please take advantage of these resources and  
grab a book to read on your patio in the sum- 
mer weather. Remember to return it, but then  
pick another one. If you have any books at  
home that you would like to add to the shelf,  
please do so. As some have said, “Reading is  
Fundamental,” even for adults. 
 

A couple of people have suggested to me that  
we should have a shelf of children’s books that  
you could take to share when grandchildren 
visit. Let me know what you think. 
 

RECYCYLING 
Many of you have diligently been bringing ink  
cartridges, batteries, and shoes. Thank you and  

please continue to bring these.  I have made  
two trips to Soles for Jesus and I see I need to  
make another one.  Please be patient, the ones  
in the boxes will be delivered. You can also  
bring pop tops. The Ronald McDonald House is  
now collecting again.   
 

The MONDAY BIBLE STUDIES will be using a  
couple of books of the Bible as a focus for the  
summer.  Right now, we are in Psalms. I have  
others in mind, but if you have one you would  
like to study let me know. Please, no long         
extended studies, but portions or certain 
themes are welcome. The Wednesday  
Meditations are currently going through the  
Seven “Signs” found in the Gospel of John. I will  
likely then look at a series entitled “Unraveled,”  
about people who become undone spiritually,  
but Jesus helps to bring them back. 

The Mt. Meru Coffee Project began 
in 1999, growing out of  passion to 
empower the small  independent 
Meru coffee farmers with both 
economic & social justice through 
fair prices for their coffee while 

providing the finest mountain grown select      
Tanzanian Arabica Coffee to you. Our global faith-
based relationship developed out of the partner-
ship between the Diocese of Meru, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Tanzania, and the Greater      
Milwaukee Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
America (ELCA). Providing fair pricing to Meru 
coffee farmers, while supplying consumers with   
a delicious 100 % Arabica, single source, Mt.    
Meru Premium Tanzanian Coffee.  

All of our mountain and shade grown coffee is 
carefully custom roasted to provide the finest 
quality taste, hot or iced, in your favorite cup. 
Your coffee order is roasted, packaged, and 
shipped to maintain maximum quality. 

 

At least 100 coffee farmers received training at 
Tanzania Coffee Research Institute this year. 
Funds were sent to Tanzania to be sure these 
training sessions take place. Training is making 
coffee farming more sustainable on Mt Meru. 
You can help support this project by purchasing 
coffee or by sending contributions to 
www.mtmerucoffee.org. THANK YOU!  

According to WebMD, new research involving 
nearly 5000 people with chronic kidney disease 
showed that drinking caffeinated beverages, 
such as coffee, appears to increase life expec-
tancy. Though they can’t prove cause-and-
effect, there was a nearly 25% lower risk of 
death among those studied.  

Check out the display in 
Bruemmer Hall to learn more 
and to discover all the fine types 
and flavors of coffee available. 
Orders placed are usually         
received within a week and    
payment is due on delivery.  

MT. MERU COFFEE PROJECT 
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SCRIP 

JULY AND AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
5  Marlys Veitel       
13  Char Ghazarian               
18  Kathy Cormany  
19  Jerry Kuntz               
21  Susan Rose     
22  Christopher Siegel  
24  Albert Albin   
25  Donna Strand                 

 
JULY ANNIVERSARY 
29th -  Louis & Susie Beese … 54 years  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
  4  Kathi Siegel        
18  Rudy Underkofler      
21  Robyn Kelley       
28  Margo Pavlik       
29  Stephanie Cybela 
29  Irene Peterson       
30  Barbara Cybela          

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES  
  2nd - Dale and Barbara Cybela … 35 years  
  15th - Elliott and Susan Moeser … 51 years 
  

WHAT IS SCRIP? 

ShopWithScrip is a different kind of fundraiser—with the help of over 750 brands, it turns your 
everyday shopping into earnings for Memorial.  That means it will help us to raise money without 
having to spend time selling products, asking for donations, or planning events.  
 

By paying for your purchases with gift cards, also known as scrip, you       
will earn money on your groceries, gas, dining out, home improvement 
projects, clothing, travel, and more.  How?  Every gift card has a rebate 
percentage on it, normally between 2% and 16%. That rebate comes       
directly to Memorial when a card is purchased at face value. It’s easy,      
it’s rewarding, and it fits perfectly into your busy lifestyle.                         

Scrip fundraising includes three simple steps: 

1.  Buy a gift card      2.  Earn a rebate     3.  Use the gift card 

There are Scrip order forms and envelopes located on the table in the Narthex and also on the 
desk outside of Nicolle’s office.  Turn the order form in on the last Sunday of each month in the 
collection plate or give the form to Laura Jeske.  Laura will place the orders and the gift cards will 
be available the following Sunday at church.  If you won’t be in church the next Sunday, please 
call Laura or Nicolle to make alternate arrangements for pick up or delivery.  Thank you very 
much for supporting this fundraiser for our church!  If you have any questions, please call Laura 
Jeske at 414-578-9561. 

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
 
 

 

 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  •   GLENDALE,  WI  

JULY/AUGUST 2021 

GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

JULY 
Sun, 7/4  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 7/11  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 7/18      9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 7/25  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 

 
AUGUST 
Sun,  8/ 1  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  8/8  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  8/15  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  8/22  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  8/29  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning 9-11:30. 


