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In March of 2020, I had the privilege of taking some time for study and reflection.  My 
wife, Barb, and I spent a week in Santa Barbara, California at Old Mission Santa Barbara 
living and worshipping in community with members of the religious community who 
called it home during that time.  During my periods of study, I spent time reading and 
reflecting on the words of St. Paul in his epistles to the churches of his time that we 
find in our holy scriptures.  St. Paul also sent epistles to individuals that we read in the 
Bible as well.  But I chose to focus on his epistles to church communities gathered in 
the various cities that St. Paul visited or with whom he communicated. 
 

I have always been passionate about our liturgical tradition as Lutherans.  Liturgy liter-
ally means the “work of the people” that is found in our worship expression.  And so 
much of our rich liturgical history is grounded in scripture.  Many of the words that we 
use from Sunday to Sunday can be found directly from the Bible.  We do not always 
know that they are Bible verses because we do not always know our Bible content as 
well as we should.  However, many of these words that have been a part of our wor-
ship pattern are words that are, indeed, found in God’s Word. 
 

For many years I have had an interest in keeping the patterns of our weekly worship – 
Confession and Forgiveness, Scripture Readings and their responses, Prayers of Inter-
cession, Holy Communion, and Sending – but making use of God’s Word even more in 
these weekly liturgical patterns.  My time of retreat and reflection gave me the oppor-
tunity to explore this passion.  And I am grateful for that time of learning and devotion. 
I had intended to come back from that continuing educational time with a product that 
I could share with the congregation that we could use together in worship.  The good 
news was that I came back to Wisconsin with a product.  The bad news was that COVID 
19 was rapidly spreading at the same time.  Therefore, use of this work had to be 
pushed aside – at least for a while. 
 

As we gather for the summer services in 2021, I wanted to share this work with you – 
finally.  It is my hope that it will be a positive tool to help us in our worship of God.  
And, it is also my hope that you will learn a few more passages of scripture in the pro-
cess.  We will start to make use of this new resource beginning on Sunday, May 30 
(which is also the celebration of the Holy Trinity). 
 

Thank you for your continued support and ministry.  Thanks for being part of this ex-
periment with me.  “I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers.”  (Ephesians 1:16) 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

We are looking into ways to gradually resume some fellowship activities. As more of 
us get vaccinated, infection rates decline, and restrictions can safely be lifted, we 
hope to have more opportunities to be together. Outdoor summer activities may be 
possible since they are generally considered to be less risky. Watch for upcoming 
events in church bulletins and emails. The Fellowship Committee welcomes new 
members. If you are interested in becoming part of a fun, lively group, just contact 
Ruth Ann Wood or Barb Carroll.  
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Memorial’s Council and staff continue to monitor and follow recommended COVID 
19 protocols in order to provide safe in-person worship services. Though we are en-
couraged that many of our members have been or soon will be fully vaccinated, we 
still need to follow certain precautions. Some pews may be blocked or partially 
blocked, so please enter only from the open end and go in no farther than halfway in 
order to maintain six feet of physical distance. We ask that anyone who uses space in 
the church to wipe down surfaces afterward. We hope to be able to resume coffee 
hour by mid to late summer, as long as infection rates drop sufficiently.  
 

This year’s Council:  
   Barb Carroll, President  
   Ruth Ann Wood, Vice-President  
   Sue Biondich, Secretary  
   Sue Beese  
   Pam Harris  
   Judy Schulz  
   Ron Searles  
 

Updates:  
 We are on track to be mortgage-free in seven years. We have also taken out two 

Banker’s Acceptance accounts with $99,000 each which alternately mature every 
90 days.  

 The Fellowship Committee along with the breakfast ministry from Abiding Savior 
are working to find a permanent storage space for all their supplies.  

 We are looking for someone who is willing to paint the storage shed when  
     weather permits.  
 A safe treatment to kill and prevent weeds in and around the labyrinth has been 

identified and will be applied annually.  
 

Contact any member of the Council with questions, ideas, or concerns. We are work-
ing on behalf of Memorial’s congregation.  

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION 
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We have continued all during the pan-
demic to provide food, clothing and 
needed hygiene items to the MacCanon 
Brown Homeless Center located on 24th 
and Center. This facility helps close to 
100 families in the 53206 zip code area. 
The needs there are tremendous and 
most of the help there is made up of 
those living in this neighborhood. 
Contributions put in the "Buzz Box"     
located in the hallway next  to the kitchen 
have also been given to this group.  Thank you to those who have been providing non-
perishable food, clothing and also hygiene items. 

 
We continue to provide food for SERENITY  INNS located on 
28th and Brown.  Normally we make a meal on the fifth 
Tuesdays, take the meal down to the facility and eat with 
the 12 addicted men there.  During the pandemic we have 
been taking sub sandwiches from Cousins on Port Washing-
ton Road to the site.  We hope to be able to continue eating 
with them as we have done for 6-7 years now as the  
pandemic is under more control.  
 

We also have continued  to give monthly to Eddie Jackson and her family at Hephatha 
Lutheran Church.   They are so grateful to Memorial for these food gifts. 

Volunteers bring in canned food to MacCanon Brown 
Homeless Sanctuary.  

Serenity Inns facility on 28th and Brown in Milwaukee where Memorial provides a 
meal every 5th Tuesday. It holds 12 addicted men working to rid themselves of 
their addictions. 

Our quarterly missions will have some changes coming up.   Previously we had quar-
terly missions every three months.  Last year we only had two.  The last one was 
Guest House for almost 9 months.  This was because of the pandemic.   This year we 
divided the year into thirds.  The first quarterly mission from January through April is 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS FOR SENIORS. This is a group which we supported financially  



HEPHATHA & REFORMATION SUMMER WORK PROGRAM 
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about five years ago. There are many low income seniors who live in low income  
facilities and live alone. They get holiday meal delivery on Easter, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas each year.  They are also provided with some social gatherings such as  ice 
cream socials in a local park or facility.   At other times they are provided with a tote 
bag with toilet paper, paper towels and a box of Kleenex and oftentimes more. We are 
funding this with our donations in the ice cream bucket in the narthex.  Our second 
quarterly mission will be STREET ANGELS.  This is a relatively new organization which 
helps homeless people by providing meals for them  where they are rather than at a 
specific location such as a church or meal site.  Every Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday 
evening, their team takes to the street to distribute life sustaining needs to our most 
vulnerable population, providing food, water, clothing, hygiene items, blankets and  
other necessities to Milwaukee County's homeless population.  You will hear 
more  about this group in the coming months. 

Again, we will be helping both Hephatha Lutheran 
church and Reformation Lutheran church in their 
Summer Work Programs.  Last summer was mostly 
done virtually but they are in high hopes that they 
will be able to do their work outside with control of 
the pandemic in sight.  Pastor Mary Martha  
Kannass will be on a sabbatical from May to  
September but they have all bases covered.  Pastor 
Mary Martha will be taking a trip with her siblings 
and family to Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks 
in July and she will be taking courses  at Yale Divinity 
college where she graduated 30 years ago.  This fall 
will be her 30th year at Hephatha Lutheran Church.  
Again, we can give $45 per week or $270 for the summer to help support funding 
youth for this wonderful work program which Memorial has been doing for over 20 
years now.  Both churches depend upon Memorial and help make these programs 
successful. Please continue your needed help. There will be slips on the table in the 
narthex for you to use in support of these two wonderful programs. Get your gifts to 
Memorial by June 15th and be sure to make your check out to Hephatha Lutheran or 
Reformation Lutheran church.   Thank you Memorial! 

GOOD NEWS IN ACTION, CONTINUED NOTES FROM DEACON DENNIS 
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LIBRARY 
There is a new sign to identify the area. 
For awhile we have had a shelf for people 
to bring a book and take one to read.  The 
number has been increasing, but few have 
been taken.  I am sure there are some 
concerns over any coronavirus contamina-
tion. To alleviate your concerns there are 
wipes on the shelves and books brought 
back can be placed in the crate and they 
will be wiped clean.  Many of the books 
on the first bookcase are fiction or light 
non-fiction.  It is always fun to read some-
thing new, either on a rainy day, or maybe 
on a sunny day on your patio. You will also 
note that the first two shelves have been 
moved down to be closer to the back 
door. In addition, there are book sugges-
tions on a sort of kiosk in Bruemmer Hall. 
You don’t need to go far for a new read, 
just come to church. The second book-
case, now on the other side of the infor-
mation table, contains some Bibles, but 
also some NEW books on spirituality, in-
spiration, and Christian topics.  They are 
NOT theology, but intended for the aver-
age parishioner. 
 

RECYCLING 
That area has been moved down a bit as 
well. It also has a new sign. You can still 
bring ink cartridges and batteries.   

However, if you have some old eyeglass-
es that you no longer have use for bring 
them and place them in the marked bas-
ket.   

In addition, we are again collecting 
“Soles for Jesus.” The shoes we collect 
can be of any style (maybe not spiked 
heels).  They will be taken to the collec-
tion site in Milwaukee and then shipped 
to a couple countries in southwest Africa. 
They will be provided to people who are 
shoeless, but need to walk over rough, 
polluted and infested areas to obtain 
food and water. The shoes will provide 
protection from poisonous plants and 
from insects.   

NOTE: please use the rubber bands locat-
ed next to the box to link pairs together.    

 

 

I have spent some time lately making changes to part of the church library so that it is 
more accessible and I added a couple of items to our recycling area. It is always good 
to change things around a bit and spring seemed like an ideal time. Please read the 
two sections below and make use of these areas. If you have any questions or books 
to donate please see me. 



7 | MAY/JUNE Good News at Memorial 

QUILTERS  

MAY AND JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
7   Jennifer Hiller 
9   Andrew Hogaj 
10   Marvin Fry 
11   Kim Booth 
15   Dona Mortara 
16  Carole Underkofler 
19 Bret DuBois 
28   Susan Moeser 
29   Martha Schoettl 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARY 
28th - Bob & Ruth Meilander        

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
1   Robert Siegel      
2   Dawn Earle      
3   Laura Mortara      
3   Aaron Moeser      
12  Gary Hiller    
13  Marian Meyer  
16  Bryan Hiller    

 
22  Jeff Meilander   
24  Rebecca Jeske   
29  Michael Dobbe   
29  Donna DuBois   
30  Kyle Fraser   
30  Bruce Fraser     
 

On behalf of the Quilters (formerly of Abiding Savior Lutheran Church), I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank Pastor Spies and the members of Memorial Lutheran 
Church for the invitation to relocate our quilting group to Memorial. We are grateful 
and have been made to feel very welcome! 
 

We’d like to share some of our history. Our group has been together since 1972—
that’s 49 years! During that time we have made and donated 15,555 quilts. Originally 
they all went to Lutheran World Relief, but more recently we decided to share more 
locally. Until last year when Covid-19 changed everything, we used to split them 50% 
with LWR and 50% at home.  
 

The local distributions have included Hephatha Lutheran Church, The Rescue Mission/
Joy House, Sojourner Peace House, the Milwaukee Women’s Center and Veteran’s 
Outreach of Racine. Since 2006 we have also shared our quilts with the Pineridge  
Indian Reservation of South Dakota. 
 

We have reached out to the quilters from Fox Point Lutheran and look forward to 
sharing ideas with them. We anticipate another productive year and have already 
completed about 200 quilts. We average 8-12 quilters per Wednesday. 
 

If any of you would like to join us or just want to learn more about us, stop in any 
Wednesday morning from 9-11:30. We would love to meet you! 
 

Jeanette Lammi 
Quilting Coordinator 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES  
9th -   Rev. Lester and Barbara Spies         
14th - Robert & Connie Rudolph  
17th -  Jim & Kathy Cormany 
20th -  Paul & Kathy Mehlenbeck     
25th -  Carole & Rudy Underkofler    

Memorial Lutheran Church 

7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 

Glendale, WI 53209 

414-352-1160 

memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 

 

DATED MATERIAL 
 

Worship 

Sunday: 9:00am 
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GOOD NEWS AT MEMORIAL 

MAY 
Sun, 5/2  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 5/9     Mother’s Day 
     9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 5/16      9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 5/23  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun, 5/30  9:00  Worship with Holy Communion 

 
JUNE 
Sun,  6/ 6  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  6/13  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  6/20          Father’s Day 
     9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 
Sun,  6/27  9:00   Worship with Holy Communion 

 
Quilters Group meets every Wednesday morning 9-11:30. 


