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DISCOVERY 
T h e  M o n t h l y  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  M e m o r i a l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h 

NOVEMBER -  DECEMBER 2014 

As my son, Joshua, goes through his senior year in high school, 
it becomes more clear to me how quickly time flows and how 
precious our moments together have become. This was par-
ticularly true as his mother and I were introduced with him at 
halftime of his last home football game. Little did we know at 
the time that his 13 year old sister was moved to tears in the 
stands as she, too, began to realize her brother was not going 
to be around much longer to play with her, teach her and to 
torment her as only a brother can do. 
 
The family of believers at Memorial is also feeling this sense of 
loss as some familiar faces have chosen to find a new spiritual 
home. As the Thanksgiving & Christmas seasons are now upon 
us, let us take time to reflect on family and friends and to reach 
out to those who may be particularly lonely or sad in these 
months. We can do this with the assurance that no matter 
where life might lead us, no matter what changes happen in 
the world and in our families, the light of Christ will shine forth. 
God’s presence will guide and sustain each of us as we journey 
through another year of life together. 
 
Seasons Greetings! 
 
Pastor Mark Thompson 



FROM THE PARISH NURSE 
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What is Alzheimer’ disease and what is  
dementia? 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia are often used 
interchangeably as many people believe that one 
means the other.  In fact, the distinction between 
the two diseases often causes confusion on the 
behalf of patients, families and even some health 
professionals. In fact, the two diagnoses, while re-
lated, are remarkably different. 
 

Alzheimer’s and dementia are still a mystery in 
many ways.  This is why the two similar diseases 
are often mixed up in every day conversation and 
understanding.  According to the National Insti-
tute on Aging (NIA), Dementia is a brain disorder 
that affects communication and performance of 
daily activities, while Alzheimer’s disease is a form 
of dementia that specifically affects parts of the 
brain that control thought, memory and language. 
 

What is dementia? 
Dementia is an umbrella term for a set of symp-
toms including impaired thinking and memory.  It 
is a term that is often associated with the cogni-
tive decline of aging.  However, issues other than 
Alzheimer’s can cause dementia.  Other common 
causes of dementia are Huntington’s disease, 
Parkinson’s disease and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. 
 

What is Alzheimer’s disease? 
According to the Center for Disease Control, Alz-
heimer’s disease is a common cause of dementia 
causing as many as 50 to 70% of all dementia 
cases.  In fact, Alzheimer’s is a very specific form 
of dementia.  Symptoms of Alzheimer’s include 
impaired thought, impaired speech, and confu-

sion.  Doctors use a variety of screenings to deter-
mine the cause of dementia including blood tests, 
mental status evaluations and brain scans. 
How Are They Different? 
When a person is diagnosed with dementia, they 
are being diagnosed with a set of symptoms.  This 
is similar to someone who has a sore throat.  Their 
throat is sore but it is not known what is causing 
that particular symptom.  It could be allergies, 
strep throat, or a common cold.  Similarly, when 
someone has dementia they are experiencing 
symptoms without being told what is causing 
those symptoms.  
 

Another major difference between the two is that 
Alzheimer’s is not a reversible disease.  It is degen-
erative and incurable at this time.  Some forms of 
dementia, such as a drug interaction or a vitamin 
deficiency, are actually reversible or temporary.  
 

Once a cause of dementia is found appropriate 
treatment and counseling can begin.  Until a 
proper diagnosis is made, the best approach to 
any dementia is education, communication and 
loving care. 
Adapted from Alzheimer’s.net 2014 
 

Learn More 
I will be offering a two-hour Healthy Aging Brain 
class on Sunday, November 23 at 10:30 am follow-
ing worship for those who are looking to learn 
more about what is normal and what is abnormal 
in aging when it comes to thinking, memory and 
concentration.  There will be healthy snacks to 
help our learning, too. 

Year-to-Date Financial Report 

 Actual Budgeted  Actual Budgeted  Surplus/(Deficit)   Surplus/(Deficit)
 Receipts Expenditures Month           Year-to-Date    SEPTEMBER 15,380.59  22,175.00                  (6,794.41)                (17,075.74)    



Pray Continually    

PRAYER CHAIN 

We care about you! Please keep us informed of your recovery progress. If you would like to be a 
Prayer Partner or add a name to the Prayer Chain list, please contact Gabbie Elliott, 759-4712 
or the church office, 352-1160. 

Sue Beese 
Gabbie Elliott  
Bill Geier   
Virginia Geier 

Char Hiller     
Steve Koenig                     
Ruth Scharf 
Bob Schuette  

Pat Witt 
Ruth Wood  
 

Prayer Chain Message: 
Lord, help us to be faithful stewards of the gifts you entrust in us. 
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REFORMATION FOOD PANTRY NEXT SUPPER HIGHLIGHT IS  
SPAGHETTI IN NOVEMBER AND CANNED VEGETABLES IN  
DECEMBER 

Nonperishable food donations are taken to Hephatha Lutheran church and 
also the food pantry at Reformation Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.  
 

Thank you ahead of time to all who contribute.  The need continues to be 
great! 

November  

December 

FOURTH QUARTER MISSION IS WALNUT WAY  
 

There is a display on the east bulletin board in Bruemmer Hall for 
you to peruse!  It is located at 2240 N. 17th Street in Milwau-
kee.  It was a former drug house ready for demolition.  It was to-
tally rehabilitated in 2000 by local residents.   Pear and peach 

trees were planted along with a variety of crops, which are sold at local markets.   Some food is 
canned and also sold to local stores and markets.  Food waste is composted and used as fertil-
izer.  Runoff water from the building is stored in huge 500 and 1000 gallon containers for watering 
crops and trees.   
 

The mission of Walnut way is the following:  To sustain economically diverse and abundant commu-
nities through civic engagement, environmental stewardship and creating venues for prosperity. 
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MEMORIAL GROUPS 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE 
We will hold our next regular meeting on Thursday, November 6th at noon.  Bring a sandwich and en-
joy coffee and dessert with us.  Pastor Mark will lead our Bible study on the parables, followed by our 
business meeting.  We will be collecting the money for our Christmas party which this year will cost 
each person attending $5.  Make your reservation that day so that we know how many to plan for.  If 
you can’t be at the meeting but plan to come to the party in December, you may mail your money to 
Kathy Cormany at 6947 W. Glenbrook Road, Milwaukee, WI 53223. 
 

Mary Martha Circle will be celebrating the holidays on Thursday, December 4th with their annual 
Christmas Party.  If you plan to attend, please bring your money ($5 per person) to the November 
meeting or mail to Kathy Cormany to reserve your spot. 
 

THE KNIT AND CROCHET GROUP  
Our last session will be on Wednesday, November 19.  We will meet again on March 4, 2015.  Anyone 
with questions can see or call Jean Hoffmann 414-332-2152. 
 

DePaul Meal Program 
Buzz and Barb Althoen 
Kim Cramer 
 

ELCA World Hunger 
Pat Zaferos 
 

Fall Faith Fair 
Charlotte Ghazarian 
 

Flowers 
Bob and Pat Schuette 
 

General Maintenance 
John and Debby Blaha 

Lutheran Social Services 
Jim and Phyllis Frank 
Andy and Katy Pavlik 
Bob and Kathi Siegel 
 
Roof Repair 
John and Debby Blaha 
Kim Cramer 
Mike Dobbe 
Bill and Donna DuBois 
Dennis and Linda Byrum 
Dawn Earle 

Jim and Phyllis Frank 
Bruce and Rose Fraser 
Marvin Fry 
Virginia Geier 
Gary and Char Hiller 
Jean Hoffmann 
Andrew Hogaj 
Barb Horn 
Tom Kannenberg 
Linda Niemi 
 
 
 

MEMORIALS & SPECIAL GIFTS  August 17 - October 19 

Marketing Help Wanted! 
 

The Memorial Church Council is looking for assistance in guiding some strategies for increasing the 
exposure of Memorial ministries in the community and on-line. If you have marketing experience, or 
if you have a contact of a marketing consultant, please forward that information to Nicolle Grassl, 
Office Manager, or Pastor Mark Thompson. The Council is particularly interested in finding new or-
ganizations that might be interested in utilizing part of the building or grounds on a regular basis. 
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‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’  
            - Acts 20:35 

Christmas Food Baskets 
For many years, Memorial has been involved in one of its best outreach programs, the  
Christmas Basket Drive. 
 

We give Christmas baskets to families in need in our own congregation and at Hephatha  
Lutheran Church.  Each basket costs over $100.  Delivery of baskets will take place on  
Thursday, December 18. 
 

Monies for this worthy project can be placed in the yellow envelopes found in the pews and 
marked CHRISTMAS BASKETS.  Please help if you can.  Your generosity is very much appreciated!   
Thank you Herb Marx  and Maryls Veitel for coordinating this huge effort! 

Bill Clausing 
847 W. Theresa Lane 
Glendale, WI  53209 
 

May Jones 
4101 N. Larkin Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 

Johanna Joppich 
8104 N. 62nd Street 
Brown Deer, WI 53223 
 
 

Johanna Morrison 
4185 W. Schroeder Drive  #309 
Brown Deer, WI 53209 
 

Linda Niemi 
N168 W22022 Main St. #104 
Jackson, WI 53037  
 

Share the love of  Jesus Christ with these members of  our 
congregation during Advent and Christmas. 

Ruth Scharf 
2117 W.  Marne Avenue 
Glendale, WI 53209 
 

Martha Schoettl 
6101 N. Green Bay Ave. #115 
Milwaukee, WI 53209 
 

Mary Yauck 
Hales Corners Care Center 
9449 W. Forest Home Ave. #203 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 

Picture Board 
 

The Church Council will be organizing a picture board in the Fellowship Hall to help people identify 
others by name and face. Name tag Sundays have been tried, and not all that well received. This is 
another opportunity to get to know the people around you and begin some new relationships. 
Please participate by agreeing to have your picture taken and displayed when asked. 



IMPORTANT DATES & UPDATES 
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Confirmation  
 

The dates for the confirmation class to meet for three service learning opportunities are set. 
 

1)  Sunday, November 2 - serve at the St. Vincent de Paul meal site, from about 4:15 - 6:45 p.m.    
2)  Tuesday, December 30 - serve at Serenity Inns from about 5:20 - 6:45 p.m.   
3)  Sunday, February 15 - attend church at Hephatha Lutheran church and provide & serve a meal.  

Meet at Church around 8:40 a.m., return around 12:30 p.m.   
 

The Good News In Action committee will contact all parents of confirmands for each of these occasions 
and provide necessary rides with the cooperation of some of the parents involved.  
 

Class Dates for this fall are Sundays, Oct 19, Nov 9 & Nov 23 following Family Worship. 

Holiday Worship Services 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service 
On Wednesday, November 26 (7:00 pm) all are encouraged to attend an ecumenical service  
of blessing at Emanu-el B’ne Synagogue (2020 W Brown Deer Rd, River Hills, WI 53217). Take advan-
tage of this unique opportunity to share in the power of God’s blessings which reach across faith and 
denominational boundaries. 
 

Children’s Christmas Program – Sunday, Dec. 21 @ 9:00 am 
The children and youth of the congregation will present the annual Christmas Program on Sunday, 
December 21 during the 9:00 am worship service. Come and support the children as they both learn 
and teach. Practice sessions will take place prior to Family Worship Services in November. 
 

Christmas Eve – 4:00 pm & 10:00 pm Services 
Memorial will offer two worship service opportunities on December 24, 2014. A family-oriented service 
will take place at 4:00 pm. An 11:00 pm Candlelight service is also offered this year. 
 

Christmas Day @ 10:00 am 
All are welcome to hear the familiar story of Jesus’ birth as told in Scripture and familiar songs. 

Family Worship – Sunday, November 9 & 23 @ 4:00 pm 
 

This fall has seen an average of 45 people attend each of the 4:00 pm Sunday Family Worship services 
followed by dinner. A total of 15 visitors have attended these services in September and October.  Sev-
eral of those families were introduced to Memorial during the Fall Faith Fair. While the 9:00 am service 
may feel a bit sparse on some of those Sundays, please know that the total worship attendance on those 
days has been between 90-100 people. Praise God! 

Leadership Breakfast – Sunday, November 16 @ 7:30 am 
 

All members and friends of Memorial are invited to gather before worship on Sunday, Nov. 16, to share 
together the ministry vision and plan for the upcoming year. Included in this gathering will be an oppor-
tunity to look at the long-term (5-10 years) viability of the congregation, discuss outreach and growth 
strategies as well as discuss the impact of recent membership transfers. You need not bring anything 
except your insights, wisdom and questions. 
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IMPORTANT DATES, CONT. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Memorial's Annual Holiday Bazaar 
 

Date: Sunday, November 16 & 23 
Time: Before and after worship 
What’s for sale: Baked Goods, Handmade Crafts, “Uniques and Antiques” 
Returning by popular demand, our world famous CHILI! 
 

How can you help? Donations of ANY items from the above “What’s for sale” list 
would be most appreciated from any and ALL members of Memorial.  We would especially like a 
wide array of baked goods.  PLEASE PUT A PRICE ON ALL DONATED ITEMS. 
 

This is an opportunity to get a jump start on your Christmas shopping.  Proceeds from the sale pro-
vide the Mary Martha Circle with opportunities to contribute to projects both within Memorial and 
outside of the Memorial community. 
 

And the most important way you can help? BUY, BUY, BUY!! 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED!  As part of Mary Martha Circle's Holiday Craft and Bake 
Sale, we are planning to have a silent auction. We are looking for food items, theme baskets, gift cer-
tificates good for food items, handyman chores, etc., new or gently used items that need a good home. 
These should be items that are 'too good' for the Antiques and Uniques section of the craft sale. Bid 
sheets will be written up for each item but please indicate if you think there should be a minimum 
starting bid. Unless you state otherwise, non-purchased items will be donated to the Salvation Army.   
For more information, please contact Kathy Cormany at 355-5940 or kcormany@aol.com  

MITTEN TREE  The Mary Martha Circle will once again be sponsoring a mitten tree for 
the collection of mittens, scarves, hats and slippers. The tree will be up in Bruemmer Hall 
Sunday, November 9 through Sunday, December 7. This outreach project is an annual 
event and items collected are given to Hephatha Church for distribution to those in need. 
Please consider helping a needy person stay warm and dry this winter. 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve Service   
Congregation Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun 
Wednesday, November 26 - 7:00 pm 

All are welcome! 



Memorial Lutheran Church 
7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 
Glendale, WI 53209 
414-352-1160 
memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 
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Worship 
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Office Hours 
Tuesday  11:00am-3:00pm  
Wednesday, Friday 
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NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2014 DISCOVERY 

The will of God will never take you where the 
Grace of God will not keep you. 

NOVEMBER 
2  Sun     ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
     9:00  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
        Choir Rehearsal  
     4:00  dePaul Meal Program  
 

6  Thur  12:00  Mary Martha Circle 
 

9  Sun  9:00  Worship w/Holy Communion 
        Choir Rehearsal 
     4:00  Family Worship & Christian Ed 
     6-7:00 Confirmation          

16  Sun     HOLIDAY CRAFT SALE 
     7:30  Leadership Breakfast   
     9:00  Worship w/ Holy Communion        

23  Sun     HOLIDAY CRAFT SALE 
     9:00  Worship w/Holy Communion 
     10:30  Healthy Aging Brain Class 
     4:00  Family Worship & Christian Ed 
     6-7:00 Confirmation     

26 Wed  7:00  Thanksgiving Eve Service @  
        Congregation Emanu-El B’ne Jeshrun 
 

30 Sun  9:00  Worship w/Holy Communion    
        Choir Worship Performance 

DECEMBER 
4 Thur  12:00  Mary Martha Circle 
     5:00  Serve meal at Tippecanoe 
7 Sun   9:00  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
        Choir Rehearsal  
 

14 Sun  9:00  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
 

21 Sun  9:00  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
        Children’s Christmas Program 
        Choir Rehearsal 
     

24        CHRISTMAS EVE 
  Wed  4:00pm Family Worship Service  
     10:00pm Christmas Eve  Candlelight Service 
 

25        CHRISTMAS DAY 
  Thur  10:00am Christmas Day Service  
 

28  Sun  9:00  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
30 Tue  5:20  Serve at Serenity Inn 
 
 
 

 
The office will be closed on November 27 & 28, December 24, 25 & 31 and January 1 
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