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Pastoral Reflections  
It has been two years since I was called by the congregation of Memorial 
as Pastor. Following a series of events which have challenged the congre-
gation recently, I re-read the Letter of Call which was issued by the con-
gregation on March 25, 2012. This is how it begins: 
 

 We call you to exercise among us the ministry of Word and Sacra   
 ment which God has established and which the Holy Spirit empowers.   
 

Following words of providing pastoral care, speaking for justice, and ad-
ministering the sacraments, come these phrases: 
 

 (T)o equip us for witness and service;  
 and guide us in proclaiming God’s love through word and deed. 
 

Let me be clear about a few things. I understand people feel vulnerable in 
society today. The recent theft of SCRIP cards brings that closer to home. 
The disciples who locked themselves in the upper room just a few days 
after Jesus was raised from the dead most likely had similar feelings. I 
preached on Easter Sunday about the very real possibility that we, as the 
self-proclaimed believers of Christ, are in serious danger of losing Jesus 
altogether. If we are grounded in Jesus, we will see he takes all believers 
outside of locked doors, real and metaphorical, no matter the cost. 
Dietrich Bonheoffer calls this “The Cost of Discipleship.” I call it faith. 
 

Recently a Siebert Lutheran Foundation flyer arrived advertising an up-
coming Lutheran Congregational Conference entitled, “Change or Die!” 
The congregation of Memorial must recognize the critical nature of the 
future of ministry in this day and age. Ministry must become outreach-
focused with the goal of growing disciples – ourselves and others - as op-
posed to working just to maintain what is known. Opportunities will be 
provided in the Summer and Fall of 2014 to engage your faith and the 
community in renewing ways. 
 

Will Memorial be a place of faith in Jesus Christ, tearing down barriers 
and proclaiming Christ crucified with and among the least, the last, the 
lost and the lonely; or will it journey down the path of becoming a sort of 
members-only “faith country club,” keeping people safe and comfort-
able? I prefer the first option. What would Jesus have you do? 
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Mark Thompson 
 
 
 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE 
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THE OLDER ADULT DRIVER - 
WHEN IS IT TIME TO GIVE UP THE KEYS? 

 

As we age, it’s normal for our driving abilities to 
change. By reducing risk factors and incorporating 
safe driving practices, many older adults can continue 
to drive, enjoying independence and preserving mo-
bility. But we do have to pay attention to warning 
signs that age is interfering with driving safely…. 
 

Deciding when someone is no longer fit to drive is a 
challenging issue, especially when it comes to demen-
tia.  A study published in the journal Neurology re-
ported that as many as 76% of people with mild de-
mentia are still able to pass an on-road test and drive 
appropriately.  Yet, virtually all of us will have to stop 
driving eventually.  Even if we do have to reduce our 
driving or give up the keys entirely, it doesn’t mean 
the end of independence … seeking alternative meth-
ods of transportation can offer health and social bene-
fits, as well as a welcome change of pace. 
 

HOW DOES AGING AFFECT DRIVING? 
Everyone ages differently, so there’s no easy answer 
or arbitrary cutoff age.  However, older adults are 
more likely to receive traffic citations and have acci-
dents than younger drivers.  In fact, fatal crash rates 
rise sharply after a driver has reached the age of 70.  
What accounts for the increase?  As we age, factors 
such as decreased vision, impaired hearing or 
slowed motor reflexes may become a problem.  A 
chronic condition that worsens with time (e.g.,. ar-
thritis) or a sudden change in health (e.g., a stroke) 
may impact strength, coordination and flexibility, 
which affect one’s ability to safely control a car.  To 
continue driving safely, we need to recognize that 
changes will happen, get help when they do, and be 
willing to listen if others voice concerns!  Per mile 
traveled, fatal crash rates increase at age 75 (largely 
due to susceptibility to injury and medical complica-
tions rather than an increased tendency to have ac-
cidents).   Age-related declines in vision and cogni-
tive functions (ability to reason and remember) also 
affect some older adults’ driving ability. 

STAYING SAFE ON THE ROAD… 
There are protective measures older adults (well…all 
of us!) can and should use to reduce risks as drivers 
and passengers: 

seat belt use: more than three in every four 
(77%) older adults in automobiles wear seat 
belts, compared to 63% of other adults (18-
64 years of age) 
drive when conditions are safest: The smart-
est older drivers tend to limit their driving 
during bad weather and at night, and drive 
fewer miles than younger drivers 
don’t drive impaired (“driving under the in-
fluence…”):older adult drivers are FIVE TIMES 
less likely to drink and drive than other adult 
drivers.  
annual eye exam and wearing glasses and 
corrective lenses if required 
find the safest route: take time to plan your 
route with well-lit streets, intersections with 
left turn arrows, and easy parking 
avoid distractions in the car, such as listening 
to a loud radio, talking or texting on your 
phone, or eating 
consider alternatives to driving, such as rid-
ing with a friend or using public transit 

 

10 SIGNS THAT IT’S TIME…. 
If someone shows one or more of these signs, it’s 
time to have a serious conversation with the driver 
and his/her doctor… 

Stops in traffic for no reason or ignores traffic 
signs 
Fails to signal or signals inappropriately 
Drifts into other lanes or drives on the wrong 
side of the street 
Becomes lost on a familiar route 
Parks inappropriately 
Has difficulty seeing pedestrians or other ve-
hicles 
Has difficulty making turns or changing lanes 
Gets drowsy or falls asleep while driving 
Lacks good judgment 
Has repeated minor accidents or “near misses” 

 

For more information, go to www.johnshopkinshealthalerts.com OR  
www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/older_adult_drivers 

http://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/older_adult_drivers
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Pray Continually    

PRAYER CHAIN 

We care about you! Please keep us informed of your recovery progress. If you would like to be a 
Prayer Partner or add a name to the Prayer Chain list, please contact Gabbie Elliott, 759-4712 
or the church office, 352-1160. 

Sue Beese 
Gabbie Elliott  
Bill Geier   
Virginia Geier 

Char Hiller     
Steve Koenig                     
Ruth Scharf 
Bob Schuette  

Beulah Star  
Pat Witt 
Ruth Wood  
Pat Zaferos 

 

Please hold the following people in your daily prayer: 

Betty Hoffmann, Tom Vanderbilt and Filomena Lee 

Altar Flowers 

Linda Niemi 
 

DePaul Meal Program 

Kim Cramer  

    ... for Irma Johnson 

Virginia Geier  

    ... in memory  of Gertrude Faltersack (mother) 
 

ELCA World Hunger 

Pat Zaferos 
 

Lutheran Magazine 

Bill and Donna Dubois 

Jim and Phyllis Frank 

May Jones 
 

Lutheran Social Services 

Marvin Fry 

May Jones 
 

Roof Repair 

John and Debby Blaha 

Kim Cramer 

Mike Dobbe 

Jim and Phyllis Frank 

Jim and Pam Frank 

Marvin Fry 

Rose and Bruce Fraser 

Marvin Fry 

Gary and Char Hiller 

Jean Hoffmann 

Steve Koenig 

Marian Meyer 

Phyllis Mittelstadt 

Don and Barb Neubauer 

Linda Niemi 

Carl and Shirley Pedriana 

Jeanne Schuett 

Bob and Pat Schuette 

Donna Strand  

 ... in memory of Ray Niemi 
 

Tutoring 

Don and Beulah Star  

     ... in honor of Buzz Althoen and Emily Olson 

MEMORIALS & SPECIAL GIFTS  February 23 - April 13 

REFORMATION FOOD PANTRY NEXT SUPPER HIGHLIGHT FOR MAY IS SPAGHETTI AND 
MEATBALLS 

Nonperishable food donations continue in Bruemmer Hall with spaghetti and 
meatballs being highlighted in May. Food donations are taken to Hephatha Lu-
theran Church and also the food pantry at Reformation Lutheran Church in 
Milwaukee.  Thank you ahead of time to all who contribute.  The need contin-
ues to be great! 

EDUCATION UPDATE 
Beginning in the fall of 2014, education for children will become part of the 4:00 pm    
Family Worship. Following the Fall Faith Fair (September 19-21), there will be two Family 
Worship Services each month. In addition to these opportunities, the Confirmation Class 
will continue to meet on a regular basis, with the schedule to be determined by participat-
ing families. 
 

Please join the congregation for an inter-generational celebration of the educational year 
after worship on June 1, 2014. Memorial’s version of the $10,000 Pyramid will provide   
entertainment for all ages. Worship on June 8, Pentecost Sunday, will be created and led 
by Memorial’s Confirmation Class. 
 
GRADUATION SEASON 
Please notify the Church Office of all high school and college graduations that the congre-
gation might celebrate these accomplishments and pray for those graduating and their 
families. 
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MEMORIAL GROUPS 

 

OUR SECOND QUARTER MISSION IS SHORELINE INTERFAITH 
Shoreline Interfaith links older adults with services 
which are offered to them by volunteers.   On Sunday, 
May 11th Anne Bina of Interfaith will be coming to our 
church and give a temple talk on the services and op-
portunities.  There is a bulletin board on the east wall of 
Bruemmer Hall with brochures telling more about the 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE  The next regular meeting of the Mary Martha Circle will be on Thursday, May 
1st at 12:00 noon.  Bring a sandwich and enjoy coffee and dessert with us!  Pastor Mark will lead our 
Bible study followed by our business meeting.  New members are always welcome.  Bring a friend! 
 
CROCHET/KNIT GROUP   We meet on Wednesdays from 1- 3pm.  Our instructor is Mildred Schumacher. 
Please join us if you have a project to finish or you want to learn a new skill!  For more information call 
Jean Hoffmann 414-332-2152  
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SUMMER WORK PROGRAMS 

SUMMER WORK PROGRAMS ARE AGAIN COMING UP!    
It hardly seems as if we have been helping out this long!   For the 20th year, 
Memorial has the opportunity to help out with the Summer Work Programs at 
Hephatha and Reformation Lutheran Churches this summer.  This ministry is 
never to be taken for granted and the young people who benefit from it are so 
grateful for our help.   
 

For those who are unfamiliar with this ministry, both Hephatha and Reformation involve around 40 
young people from the ages of 9-16 in work programs around their churches.   They usually come 
three times a week from 9:00 am - noon during late June to early August and do the following: 

.....clean up and cut down grass and weeds in empty lots in their neighborhoods.    

.....cut lawns of elderly who cannot do so. 

.....plant flowers around their churches and in their neighborhood. 

.....clean up streets in the neighborhood. 

.....visit shut ins of the church. 

.....learn various techniques in getting along and preventing arguments. 

.....attend church weekly. 

.....begin and end each session with prayer. 

.....usually have lunch together after each work morning. 
 

The young people receive $45 a week or $270 for the summer.   If they keep their money until the 
end of the summer, they get "interest" in the form of Kohl’s cards for school shopping or extra in-
terest for getting ready for school starting.   
 

Memorial has been helping these programs for twenty years.  Please consider helping out in this 
ministry!   You can put a yellow envelope in the collection plate.   Mark it "Reformation Lutheran 
Church"  OR "Hephatha Lutheran Church" summer work program and  put the amount you are 
contributing.  The checks should be in by June 8th.   You can use one of the slips you find in the 
May church bulletins.  They will be taken to both churches and we will have photos of the two pro-
grams in the glass case in July so you can see the participants and what they are involved in! 

Pastor Mark’s daughter, Maia 

Thompson, has been cast as a 

member of the River Heights 

Gang in the First Stage’s pro-

duction of Nancy Drew and 

her Biggest Case Ever at the 

Todd Wehr Theater, Uihlein Hall!  If you would like 

to support Maia by attending a performance, please 

visit www.FirstStage.org to order your tickets. 

 

Evening and weekend performances, which in-
clude Maia’s cast, are as follows: 
Friday, May 2 at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3 at 1 & 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4 at 1  & 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 10 at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17 at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, May 18 at 1 & 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 31 at 1 & 3:30 p.m. 
Please contact Pastor Mark for more information. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Big Cedar Bluegrass Concert - Saturday, May 17 - 6:00-8:00 pm 
We ask for all of Memorial to attend and promote the  Big Cedar 
Bluegrass concert - $10 w/2 cans of food or $12 without – target at-
tendance is 400 to reach the target profit  goal of $3500 for the roof. 

Year-to-Date Financial Report 

 Actual Budgeted  Actual Budgeted  Surplus/(Deficit)   Surplus/(Deficit)
 Receipts Expenditures Month           Year-to-Date 

   MARCH 25,110.45  21,667.31                   3,443.14                    (2,261.22)    

FAMILY WORSHIP – MAY 4, 2014 
Those who have gathered for several months at 4:00 pm on Sunday afternoon have had a good time to-
gether. These services offer a more inter-active style of worship, including hands-on activities, projected, 
lively music as well as relaxing fellowship and food. Everyone is invited to join this monthly celebration.  
 
 

        MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

        We will rehearse immediately following worship on the following schedule: 
 

        May 4, May 18 and June 1 

 
 
 

Every generation and culture has a unique “heart song.” If the church is going to reach new generations 
and cultures through its worship, it must develop a greater missional openness to a variety of musical 
styles and expand its congregations’ musical repertoire. Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church in Orlando, Florida 
was awarded a grant in 2013 from the Florida Bahamas Synod to create a Renewing the Church through 
Music and Worship workshop to present throughout the synod. This year, Spirit of Joy has taken the work-
shop on the road, and will be presenting at Atonement Lutheran Church in Muskego on Saturday, May 
10th, from 9:30 am-3 pm. 

The workshop introduces old songs sung in new ways, new songs with the same message as old ones, and 
new songs that reach new generations with Lutheran theology and Biblical integrity. It addresses lingering 
negative stereotypes about “Contemporary Christian Music” and shares ideas about finding new songs, 
adapting existing songs for new generations, recruiting a worship team, and finding musicians with 
the gifts to lead. It also looks at examples of how video and visual images can be used to reach new gen-
erations. 

Memorial will be attending this workshop.  Anyone with an interest in worship and in passing the faith on 
in new ways should join us!  Tell Stephanie (stephanieluedtke@yahoo.com) or call the church office to re-
serve your space! 

mailto:stephanieluedtke@yahoo.com


STEWARDSHIP/FAITH CORNER 
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In the Parable of the Talents found in Matthew 25, Jesus spoke about being accountable.  Jesus said that 

a man going on a journey entrusted three servants with different amounts of talents (money).  Upon his 

return, he found that two of the servants had demonstrated their faithfulness by prudently investing 

their talents.  When the master heard they had doubled the amount they had been given, he praised 

them and gave them even greater responsibility.  The one servant who did nothing with his talent re-

ceived the master’s wrath.  We, too, will be held accountable for the blessings which God entrusts to us.  

Through faith, God can strengthen and equip us so we can hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

                                   - Taken from the March 16th bulletin of Grace Lutheran Church, Tomahawk, WI 
 

As many know, there was a 
theft of SCRIP cards on a Sun-
day morning. In an effort to 
off-set the loss of members of 
the congregation, the Church 

Council is asking people to consider making a do-
nation to a fund which will be reimbursed to 
those families on a percentage basis. Should 
more money be donated than stolen, the remain-
der will be used to establish a “Good Samaritan 
Fund” to be used in the event of emergencies. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

After 6 years of growing the ministry, Stephanie 
Ulness has stepped down from being the SCRIP 
Coordinator. A huge round of Thank-You’s are 
due to Stephanie for her organization and dili-
gence. Laura Jeske has agreed to gather the or-
ders in the future as well as distribute the cards 
upon their arrival. The Church Office will take re-
sponsibility for placing the order and receiving 
the shipment. The orders and cards will be kept 
in the safe, except for their distribution directly 
to those who order. Watch the upcoming bulle-
tins for more details. 

SCRIP PROGRAM 

Faith is loving and trusting God.  God helps faith grow and get 
stronger when we worship. 

Follow the growing vine and then finish the sentences with ways your faith 
grows in worship. 

When I pray _____________________________  When I listen _____________________________ 

When I sing _____________________________  When I share _____________________________ 

Memorial Lutheran Church 
7701 N. Green Bay Avenue 
Glendale, WI 53209 
414-352-1160 
memoriallutheran@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.memoriallutheran.com 
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The will of God will never take you where the 
Grace of God will not keep you. 

MONTH AT A GLANCE 
MAY 
Sun , 5/4 9:00 Worship with Holy Communion 
   Choir 
  4:00 Family Worship & Pizza 
  4:00 dePaul Meal Program 
Wed, 5/7 1-3 Knit/Crochet Group 
Thur, 5/8 7:00 Good News in Action 
Fri, 5/9 7:15-9 Rotary Club 
Sun, 5/11 9:00 Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:15 Sunday School. Confirmation 
Wed, 5/14 1-3 Knit/Crochet Group 
Sat, 5/17 6-8 Big Cedar Bluegrass Band 
Sun, 5/18 9:00 Worship with Holy Communion 
   Youth attend service @ Hephatha 
  10:15 Choir 
Tue, 5/20 7:00 Council 
Wed, 5/21 1-3 Knit/Crochet Group 
Sun, 5/25 9:00 Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:15 Choir 
Mon, 5/26  Memorial Day—office closed 
Wed, 5/28 1-3 Knit/Crochet Group 
Thurs, 5/29 -  Sat, 5/31 Synod Assembly 
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